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Fln tere t l  acco l t l i r rg  to  Ac t  o f  ( longress  in  the  year

1 r y  r \ .  l ' .  I  I r N r r , r N ,

i n  t h c  O f i i c c  o f  t h e  l , i l r r a . r i a n  r . , [  C o u g r e s s ,
a t  Wi rsh inq ton ,  I ) .  C .

fo the Cltnetts of thc Lrnitctl Statcs ;

The Const i tu t ion  o f  the  Un i ted  Sta tes
requ i res  tha t  bo th  thc  p res ident  and the
Vice-President shoulc l  be nat ivc born.
Ar t i c le  I I .  reads :  , ,  No person except  a
natural born cit izen i+ _,\- r+ shall be
el ig ib le to the of , f icc of  I r resident;"  and
Ar t i c le  X I I .  o f  thc  Arnendments  reads :"  But no person const i tut ional ly inel ig ib le
to the of f ice of  president shal l  be et ig ibte
to that  of  Vice-Irresidcnt of  the Uni tea
States.  "

I t  is  a matter of  rnuch intcrest  to knorv
rvhether our present president tvas el ig ib le
to the Vice-Presidency.

Chester A. Arthur,  lvhen nominated as a
candidate for  the Vice-Irrcsideucy, \ \ r1S, at
f i rst ,  unable to namc his bir thplace. The
party managers insisted that he should namc
a spot before he u,rotc his let ter  of  accept_
ance.  A t  tha t  t ime he  gave ou t  to  the
press  o f  the  count ry  tha t  he  was go ing  on  a
f ishing excursiorr  u ' i th l r i l f r jcnd, Mr.  dobert
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G. Dun,  o f  the  Mercant i le  AgencY,  in  o rder

that h. migltt have time to prepare his

acceptancc. In point  of  fact ,  he started with

Mr.  Dun for Montreal ,  in the Province o f

Quebec, Cauada, and made a search of  the

re cords there to see i f  anyt l r ing existed

shou, ing that he u 'as born in Canada'  Not

f inci inglny there,  i t  occurred to him that he

ruo.rlJ b" safe in naming some out-of-the-

rvay place in the Uni ted States,  aud conse-

qu.ni ty he chose a place where a deceased

brother rvas boru,  and thus made i t  appear

that he rvas uative born'

Therefore,  i t  wi l l  be st i l l  lnore interest ing

and entertaining to t race the genealogy of

thc man rvho clid uot want to recall i t for

h imse l f  .
A c i t izen of  New York State has ascer-

ta ined al l  of  the facts and here relates them :

Almost a centurY ago therc l ived in

Ral lyrnena, County Antr i rn,  I re land'  a

Scotchrnan named Gavin MacArthur '  He

hacl a u'ife aucl several children' and had

emigrated frorn Scot land, on account of  a

fn*ily diff icuity, arising from his having

e m b r a c e d t h e P r o t e s t a n t r e l i g i o n l v h i l e h i s
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f r iends and relat ives were of  the Roman
Cathol ic fa i th.  Short ly arf ter  h is arr ival  in
Ireland his rel ig ious zeal  caused hirn to
change his fami ly name from N,IacArthur to
Arthur.  I t  is  understood that he ntade
this change to dist inguish his branch of  the
farni ly f rom that of  the Roma' cathol ic
branch.

In the year 1796, a son vi,as born to this
Gavin Arthur,  and he was narned Wil l iarr-r
Arthur,  in honor of  Wi l l iarn of  Orange.

This boy rvas edr,rcated at rvhat r,vas therr
known as the Blue School ,  in Bel fast .  He
sirnply acquired a comrno'  scrrool  educat i 'n.
On leaving school ,  in the ) lear r  g r  g,  he
emigrated in a sai l ing vessel  f rom Derry,
I re land, to Three Rivers,  in Canada. i t
may here be remarked that,  l i l<e a great
many of  the young rnen of  h is age, he u,as
very fond of  the three great evi l .s of  th i ,  l ; f . .
v i z :  R .  W .  T .

"  Bi l ly  "  Arthur,  as he rvas fami l iar ly cal led
by his associates in Canada, came direct  f rom
Three Rivers to a place cal led Upper Mi l ls ,
now known as Stanbr idge, Canadi ,  looking
for employment as a teacher.  He of fered to

fi)
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give lessons in wr i t ing,  being a f ine penman'

at a very small salary. He was engaged for

one te rm in  the  year  r8 I9 .  Two o f  h is

scholars at  that  t ime, Erastus Chandler and

Luther Bur ley,  are st i l i  l iv ing.

On leaving Stanbr idge, he obtained a

government school  at  Dunham Flats,  Can-

ada, a place about seven mi les east of

Stanbr idge. Here he remained for several

years, and one of his scholars, Joseph
Bal<er,  is  st i l l  l iv ing there.  He says that he

remembers Wi l l iam Arthur very wel l ,  and

that he at tended his school  f rom about t8t9

to t }zt .  He remembers his marr iage to the

daughter of  George Washington Stone, a

Methodist  pr iest ,  at  Dunham, and that they

ran away across the l ine to East Berkshire,

Vermont,  to get marr ied.  When they re-

turned to Dunham they l ived in the upper

part  of  a hottse owned by one of  Baker 's

relat ives.  Mr.  Baker c la imed to have been the

favor i te pupi l  of  h is teacher,  and when his f i rst

chi ld,  Regina Melvina Maria Arthur was bort t ,

he took Baker to see the baby. " I t  was a gir l , "

and in honor of  the event Mr.  Arthur t reated

Baker to a glass of whisky. Baker further
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stated that Will iam Arthur, after his mar-
r iage in the State of  Vermont and retunr,
was remarr ied at  the Episcopal  Church
at Dunham, Canada,by the then pastor,  the
Rev. Mr.  Cotton. This remarr iage was
performed to sat isfy certain members of  h is
wife 's fami ly,  who were a l i t t le incl ined to
doubt everything which they did not see
and in which they did not part ic ipate.  This
runaway marriage is corroborated by Leonard
D. Geer,  Erastus Chandler and others.
Baker said that  Arthur rvas lame, or c lub-
footed, and liked his rvhisl<ey. \ 'Vhile at
Dunham he acted for at  l "nr i  two years as
cleik to Pr iest  Cotton, Arthur once went
to the States to at tend a rel ig ious meet ing
on a la l<e, supposed to be Bur l ington, Lake
Champlain,  and was converted. He learned
that he af terwards became a Bapt ist  preacher
in the States.  He also says that Arthur stated
to him that the way his feet  were lamed was
that sornething fell on them when he r,vas a
chi ld and crushed them. ' fh is 

account was
somewhat modif ied af ter  h is conversion, and
he stated the true facts to the Rev. Alvah
Sabin.
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During the fal l  of  the year 1823, Wi l l iam

Arthur,  rv i th his fami ly,  emigrated to

Br-rr l ington, Vertnott t .  atrc l  obtained emploY-

rnent as copyist itt :t larvyer's office. Wiri le

so engagecl ,  he rvcut one Sutrday, for  amuse-

mcnt,  to see some I lapt ists break a hoie i r r

the icc i r - r  Lal<e Charnplaiu,  anci  take a swim.

The ceremoltv so i rnpressed him that he

rnade up his rnind that he u 'oulc l  become a

Rapt ist .
A t  I3ur l ing ton ,  March  t4 th ,  1824,  h is

daughter Jaue, : r f teru ' : r rc ls Mrs.  N{arston, of

Cohoes, Nerv Yor l<,  was born.  Whi le he

cout i r - rued l iv ing in I3ur l ington a N{rs.

Stevetrs,  rvho had beeu a playrnate aud

companiot ' t  of  N' [ rs.  Arthr-rr  rvhen at  school ,

v is i tecl  her and retnai t rccl  for  t rvo or three

lveel<s,  N{rs.  Stevetts is st i i l  l iv ing,  and is

about Bo years old.  Shc resides u ' i th her

son l -evi  Stevctrs,  ; r t  Durthatn Flats,  Canada,

the  ch i idhood home o f  Mrs .  Ar thur .  She

cletai led malty f : rcts in relat ion to Mrs.

Arthur ancl  her i i fe at  I3ur l i r lgton, at td says

she had tn 'o  bcaut i fL r l  l i t t le  g i r l s .  She then

spoke of  r ,vhat k incl  of  neighbors s i re had,

and hort '  the) '  t re;r ted her in s ickness. N{rs.

!,

Stevens remernbered that on one occasion
Mrs. Arthur exclaimecl  to her,  , ,Who are my
neighbors ? They are a lou, ,  ignorarr t  set ."

Dur ing the fal l  of  the year r1z5, \ ,Vi l l iam
Ar thur  moved to  Jer icho ,  Vennont ,  and on
January  zznd,  t826,  another  daughter  named
Almecla r .vas bom. In the spr ing of  r  8z6 l te
moved to Richford,  Vermont,  j r_rst  on the
Carrada l ine.  In f t27 he moved to Water_
vil le, Verrnont, and frorn \Vatervil le he
moved to North Fair f ie ld,  Verrnont,  in May,
t828. Mrs.  Stevens states,  f rorn the t i rne
Wil l iarn Arthur moved to l t ic i r ford,Vermont.
unt i l  he rvas sett led in North t ra i r f ie lc l  in
the  new house bu i l t  fo r  b i rn  there ,  Mrs .
Arthur v is i tecl  at  hcr parents '  house fre-
quent ly ur i th her chi ldrer-r ,  and she rvel l
remembers her eldest boy Wi l l iarn being
born there in N{arch, r828. Tl ie exact date
o f  the  month  rvas  e i t l te r  the  r6 th  o r  rg th  o f
March, frorn the fact that his granclf:rther
said that  i f  he had been born on the r  Tth he
r,vould have insistecl  or- l  cal l ing him St.
Patr ick,  as he u 'as a hal f  I r ish baby, and
that it was h-rcl<y for this boy that ire carne
e i ther  a  day  too  soo l l  o r  a  c lay  too  la te .
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iVirr. Stevens helped make his first clothes.
She was a near neighbor and vis i ted the
Arthurs almost every d"y. When Mrs.
Arthur was in Dunham, she also remembers
that when \ ,Vi l l iam Arthur f i rst  came to see
the baby he tr ied to plague Mrs.  Arthur in
her presence by saying that he wanted to
have tire baby narned Tommy Wood, after
an old beau of  Mrs.  Arthur,  and that she
drove hirn out of  the room laughing, for  he
was an awful rnan for saying things he didn't
mean-always joking. She says that Mrs.
Arthur and hersel f  f inal ly named him Wil l iam
Chester Alan Arthur,  and that many t imes
she held him in her arms. He was the
perfect  p icture of  h is father.  Mr.  L.  I .  H.
Corey and Mrs.  Capt.  John Chandler also
rernember the bir th of  th is boy at  Dunharn.
They both noi,v reside at Stanbridge.

In the month of  October,  r83o, Wi l l iam
Arthur again obtained employment as teacher
at  Stanbr idge, Canada. Many of  h is scholars
are st i l l  l iv ing.  Their  statements are herein-
af ter  detai led.  They remernber his return.
Mrs.  Arthur rernained in North Fair f ie ld unt i i
the follor,r ' ing spring, r,vhen she rvent on a
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vis i t  to Bur l ington. She closed ,p her house,
and went to her father 's house at  Dunham,
and only occasionai ly returned to l ive in
North F-airf ield, on account of the absence
of her husband. Whi le l iv ing in North
F'air f ie ld,  Vermont,  oo Novernber,  rB3o,
another boy was born,  who was nu*.d
Chester Abel l  Arthur,  in honor of  Dr.  Chester
Abel l ,  a boon companion of  Wm. Arthur,
and who at tended Mrs.  Arthur in her conf ine-
ment.  Several  persons are now l iv ing 

-who

were aware of the birth of this boy, and there
are one or two more who think that  they
recol lect  i t .  They are probably mistaken, as
this boy died at  Bur l ington rvhi le Mrs.  Arthur
was on a v is i t  there.  A few months there-
af ter ,  Mrs.  Arthur sought her parents '  home
for comfort, and left her horne in Fairfield
for a time. Ezra Wright Shern-ran, who nolv
l ives at  Montgomery Centre,  Frankl in County,
Vermont,  remembers the bir th of  th is chi ld
at  Fair f ie ld.  He had at tended school  under
Rev. Will iam Arthur when he first came to
Fair f ie ld,  and just  af ter  the bir th of  th is chi ld
went wi th Mr.  Arthur to Dunham, Canada,
to get a school for hirnself. Lle was, however,

I
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too late. He remembers that besides the
baby there were two girls and one boy at
home with Mrs.  Arthur.  He knew the Abel l
brothers, .Luther,  Chester and Calvin,  and
that the boy born in F-airf ield was named
after Chester. I-uther Abell was his chum
at school, and was a very witty boy. Dr.

C. L.  Case, now of Rut land, Vermont,  c la i tns
that he knew of the birth of this child. Mr.
Sherman says that his memory must have
been extraordinary, for Dr. Case's mother
r,vas at this tisre a girl about seventeen years
old, and had been attending school with him i
and that she and her mother were at the
house when the child was born.

Wm. Arthur, having been re-engaged as
school teacher at Stanbridge, Canada, in the
fall of I83o, continued to preach at Fairfield
every other Sunday. F'inally, in April, 1832,
he prevailed upon his friend, Dr. Chester
Abell, to take charge of his school at Stan-
bridge, Canada, for the balance of the term.
Then, with his wife, who was sti l l  stopping
at her father's house in Canada, .he went to
l ive at  a place cal led Wi l l is ton,  Chi t tenden
County, Vermont. He had moved his house-
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hold effects three months before. While
Mr.  Arthur was st i l l  teaching school  in
Canada, his wi fe,  in the summer of  r  83 r ,  went
to visit some friends near Burlington,
Vermont, and while there her baby boy,
Chester Abell, sickened and died. This sad
blow caused her to return to Canada to her
father 's house. Mr.  Arthur,  on ment ioning
the fact to Uncle Jack Baker and others, at
Stanbridge, said that he was so poor at the
t ime that he did not have money enot igh to
bury the chi ld.  Mrs.  Arthur resided with

" all her children, except the oldest girl, Regina,
who was at  school  wi th her father,  at  Stan-
br idge unt i l  leaving for Wi l l is ton,  Vermont.
Here at  Wi l l is ton,  Mr.  Arthur preached for
a small Baptist church just organized, and
also set up a private academy in a building
owned by the Rev. Peter Chase. Then for
the first t ime Mr. Arthur began to see better
days and to l ive more comfortably, and to
surround himsel f  wi th many cul t ivated and
influential friends, arnong whom were ex-
Governor Mart in Chi t tenden, son of  o ld
Governor Thomas Chittenden, the first Gov-
ernor of the State of Vermont. It was at
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Will iston, in t B3z, that a girl baby, who was
also named Malvina, was born.  Dr.  Chester
Abel l  d ied th is year,  and was bur ied,  at
Fair f ie ld.

In  January ,  I833,  Wi l l iam Ar thur  corn-
rnenced to preach in the v i l lage of  Hinesburgh,
west of  the town of  Wi l l is ton,  in the
sarne county and state;  and f inal ly,  in the
summer  or  fa l l  o f  t833,  moved h is  fami ly
there ,  a l though he  cont inued h is  academl 'o r
school  at  Wi l l is ton.  An old lady,  N[rs.
Mi l ton Bostwick,  who st i l l  l ives there,  a lso
taught school  under Elder Arthur,  as he .r , r 'as

then cal led,  at  the Wi l l is ton academy, in the
spr ing  and sumrner  o f  t834.  Whi le  l i v ing  a t
Hinesburgh, in 1834, Wi l l iam Arthur (Jr . )
rvas borr t .  The name Wil l iarn was dropped
from the name of the f i rst-born son, Wi l l iam
Chester Alan Arthur,  late of  Dunham Flats,
Canada, and the l i t t le Engl ishman and senior
son was thereafter known as Chester Alan
Ar thur .  Ear ly  in  the  fa l l  o f  r834,  E lder  Wm.
Arthur moved from Hinesburgh. At that
t i rne he had l iv ing f ive gir ls and tr ,vo boys.
The daughters of  the Rev. Alvah Sabirr
remember t rundl ing the oldest boy, "  Chet,"

1it

on the s idervalk of  the streets of  Wi l l is-
ton  in  r833,  in  a  hand car t .  The boy
was then about f ive years old.  Whi le
at  Hinesburgh, Wm. Arthur also preached
at Essex, Vt. ,  and when he lef t  Hines-
burgh, he removed his farniiy to York,
Liv ingston County,  Nerv York,  and went
there to preach. After preaching awhi le,  he
removed to Perry,  Wyoming County,  and
preached there.  Then he rvent to Greenrvich,
Washington County,  in the same state,  and
afterwarcls moved to Schenectady, Neu'york,
where both he and his son entered Union
Col lege ;  and the record shorvs that on
September  5 th ,  r845,  Chester  A lan  Ar thur ,
formerly \ 'Vi l l iam Chester Alan Arthur,
rnatr iculated with lJnion Col lege, and entered
the sopholnore c lass,  stat ing his age thcn to
be s ix teen years .  He graduated  in  Ju ly ,  r848.

Elder Wm. Arthur received t l re degree of
A. M. f rom Union Col lege.

Rev.  Wm.  Ar thur  p reached f rom r855 to
1863 as pastor of  Calvary Bapt ist  Church, in
Li t t le State Street,  in the c i ty of  Alban1,,
Ner.v York,  and f inal ly f in ished his career as
a div ine by preaching in the Neu' tonvi l le
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Bapt ist  Church, near Albany, unt i l  h is death
on October  z8 th ,  rBZ5.

Chester Alan Arthur,  on leaving Uniorr
Col lege, studied law, and was admit ted to the
bar in New York Ci ty on the r  l th of  May,
I854. His abi l i ty  as a lawyer is unquest ioned,
for i t  has been wri t ten by his f r iends, that
old members of  the bar l ike E. I ) .  Culver
would retire from a case to let him try it, or
l ike Wi l l iam NI.  Evarts,  beg to be al lowed to
be an associate counsel  in the case, and that
he (Arthur)  would win the cases, even though
Charles O'Connor were the opposing counsel .

I t  is  c la imed and bel ieved to be true, that
he took a very act ive part  in pol i t ics f rom an
ear ly age, but did not cast  h is f i rst  bal lot  for
Pres ident  un t i l  November ,  1852.  He cou ld
have done so, i t  is  c la imed, only he was not
qui te old enough, and did not know how to
vote wi thout gett ing out his last  papers,  and
t868 papers were not known in those days.
He contr ibuted great ly to the re-elect ion of
Edwin D. Morgan as Governor of  Nerv York,
and on  January  ts t ,  I861,  wasmade Eng ineer -
in-Chief  for  h is pol i t ical  services.  In the
commencement of the late war, Gov. Morgan,
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on whose staf f  he st i l l  held the posi t ion of
Chief-Engineer,  made him Inspector-General
and Quartermaster-General ,  and ordered him
to put on gory epaulets and open a Quarter-
master 's Departrnent in Nerv York Ci ty at
once, which order he very prompt ly obeyed;
and so ski l l fu l ly  d id he run his department,
and so wel l  c l id he understand pol i t ics in
running the same that the gover l t rnent always
approved his accounts at  once, whi le in other
States their  accounts were cut down from one
to ten mi l l ions of  dol lars each. I t  is  rvel l
here to say that he did not prztctice lar,v at
th is t ime, but al though a double general ,  he
never knew the smel l  of  gunpowder,  nor ever
heard  the  wh is t le  o f  the  enemy 's  bu l le t  in
anger dur ing the cruel  war.  But he did f ind
i t  to be a fact ,  and so reported i t  to the
government,  that  b lue caps for the U. S.
soldier,  made by his f r iend Col.  Thomas
Murphy, would l rever fade nor lose their
color.

The wel l -know desire of  General  Arthur to
show his f ight ing qual i t ies in the f ie ld led his
f r iends  to  e lec t  h im Co lone l  o f  the  N in th
Regiment,  Nen'  York Volunteers ;  but  he
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decl ined the honor.  He was of fered the
command of  the Metropol i tan Br igade and
again he decl ined, because, as we have i t ,  he
cou ld  mal<e more  money a t  home;  and
al though he lost  h is commission as general  on
the ' rs t  o f  January ,  r863,  h is  inc l ina t ion  to
keep out of  the Army cont inued unabated.
At the c lose of  the rvar,  he took a leading
part in polit ics, arrd so expert r,vas he in the
art  that  he managed to elect  h i rnsel f  President
of  the Central  Grant Clr-rb of  New York Ci ty.

By reason of  the prest ige which the posi-
t ion gave hirn,  he was enabled to manceuvre
some very f ine deals u ' i th the opposi te
pol i t ical  party.  In fact ,  h is pol i t ical  astute-
ness so at t racted the at tent ion of  the honor-
able Democrat ic statesrnan, Wi l l iam M.
Tweed, or "  Boss "  Bi l l  Tweed, as he was
cal led in those days of  r ing rule,  that  he
caused an office to be created by an act of the
Legis lature of  New York,  for  th is honorable
this honorable member of  the Republ ican
party.  The Board of  Supervisors,  of  r .vhich
Wm. M. Tweed was a prominent member,
passed a resolut ion f ix ing the salary of  th is
office at ten thousand dollars a vear. The
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dut ies of  the of f ice ( i f  any) should have been
performed by the Corporot ion Attorney, but
Ri l l  Tweed and Chet Arthur,  in their  pol i t ical
astnteness, thought otherwise. I t  is  c la imed
that he held the posi t ion only three years and
resigned oniy upon an at tempt of  the Demo-
crat ic Tammany Ring to coerce Republ icans
employed in the c i ty departments to aid thern
in conceal ing the robber ies of  the r i r rg ;  not
as some surrnised, that ,  i ro ld ing of f ice as
Col lector of  the Port  of  New York under a
Republ ican administrat ion,  some people
might th in l< i t  strange that i re st i l l  held
off ice under l l i l l  Tweed and the Dernocrat ic
administrat ion in New York Ci ty.

The office created rvas that of Counsel to
the Cornmissioners of  the Roard of  Taxes
and Assessments,  and the fol lorv ing statement
shows that i t  was accornpl ished. The Legis-
lature had passed an act  "  prohibi t ing the
Common Counc i l  o f  the  C i ty  o f  Nerv  York
frorn creert ing new off ices or iucreasing the
salary of  any persol t  holding of f ice urrder the
present city charter." Tweed zuas boss and
Supervisor.  John T. Hoffman had been
elected Governor in November,  1868. A.
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Oakey Hal l  rvas Mayor;  Richard R. Connol ly
\ \ ras Comptrol ler ;  I lernard Smyth rvas Re-
ce iver  o f  Taxes ;  R ichard  O 'Gorman was
Counsel  of  the Corporat ion,  rv i th three assist-
ants;  Thornas C. F' ie ld was Corporat ion
Attornel '  ;  John Morr issey represented the
ci ty in Congress, and Micirael  Connel ly r ,vas
Register. Trveed rvanted an office for his
fr iend Chet Arthur,  and demanded of  Senator
Thomas Crearner that  an of f ice be created,
and i t  n 'as done.

The act  is  found in the Session Lar,vs of
Nerv Yor l< for  1869, Volume 2,  pages zz64
and 2265,  Chapter  898,  passed M"y  r7 th ,
r  869, ancl  is  ent i t led "  An act  in relat ion to
taxes, &c."  At  the end of  Sec. z (as a r ider
thereto) are these ll 'ords : " And for the
more ef fectual  d ischarge of  their  dut ies,  the
said Commissioners are hereby author ized to
employ counsbl  at  a l l  annual  salary to be
f ixed by the l loard of  Supervisors of  said
cottt-tty."

The Boarcl  of  Supervisors at  that  t ime
were :  Walter Roache, Erq. ,  President,
Her-rry Smith,  Wi l l iam M. Trveed, Andreas
\Vi l lmann, John Fox, James Ha1's5,  Andreu'
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Bleakley,  Isaac J.  Ol iver,  Gerson N.
F Ier rman,  Or ison  B lun t ,  John Rr ice .

a 
In the Ci ty Library at  the Ci ty Hal l ,  in

the City of  Nerv York,  rv i l l  be found a book
numbered in said l ibrary 2846, endorsed,
"  Proceedings of  the Board of  Supervisors,
t869,  Vo l  I I . "

On pagc 7 r  rv i l l  be f ind the fol lowing :

C O M M U N I C A T I O N .

The fol lou' ing rvas received :

Opt ' rcp oF Tr{E CoulrrssroNERs oF TAXES
r\ND AssESSMENTS, No. 3z Charnbers St.

New York ,  Ju ly  5 th ,  r869.
To the Honorable thc }Joard of  Sr_rper iors:

Ger-rtlemen-

I  am instructed by the Cornrnissioners of
Taxes and Assessments to inform your Roard
tha t ,  pursuant  to  the  prov is ions  o f  Chapter
898 of  the Lau's of  t879, Chester A. Arthur,
Erq. ,  \ \ 'as appointed Counscl  to th is Boarci
o t t  the  5 th  ins tan t .

Respectful ly,
Your obedient serval t t ,

E.  F.  BeecocK, Secretarv."

r r . d r a  /  I t  l f
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On page 7z ofr"- .  O""k we f ind:
"  Whercupon the fol lorv ing was presented :

Resolved, that  the set lary of  the Counsel  to

the Roard of  Commissioners of  Taxes and

Assessments be and is hereby f ixed at  ten

thousand do l la rs  ($ ro ,ooo)  per  annum,  to  take

effect  f rotn c late of  h is appointment,  which

was adopted by the follor,ving vote.

Afifrrmative-supervisors, Bleakly, Blunt,

I3r ice,  Fox, Hays, Herrman, the President

and Supervisor Smith-8.
And the samc rvas directed

the Mayor for  approval ."
The Cornmissioners of  

' faxes

ments were Nathaniel  Sands,

King and George H. Andrervs.

Thos. Murphy, the cap contractor dur ing

the late war,  and af terrvards Col lector of  the

Port  of  New Yorl<,  resigr led that posi t ion on

Novcmbcr zot l t ,  r87r,  and l l 'as succeeded in

the of f ice by General  Circster A. Art i rur .

We f ind in a Republ icarr  weel<ly paper cal led

I- lanppR's WBprt-Y, of  date December t6th,

t87 t ,  ment ion  o f  the  eve t l t ,  as  fo l lows:
"  General  Chester A. Arthur,  whose gory

" epaulets were won as a member of  Governor
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" Morgan's .staff, comes again to the front as
" Col lector of  the Port  of  Neu, york.  He is
' r  the son of  a c lergyman, the Rev. Wi l l iam
" Arthur,  of  Newtonvi l le.  Clergymen's sons
" are proverbial  for  being good lnen, car ing
" more for piety than pol i t ics or pel f ,  and
" opposed to al l  prescr ipt ion for  opinions
" sake. His predecessor,  Mr.  Murphy, was
" conspicuous for th is lat ter  v i r tue ;  and i t  is
"  conf ident ly asserted that General  Arthur
"  wi l l  not  emulate hirn therein,  but  e levate
" the standard of  custom house vir tue to the
" f ine pinnacle i t  obtained r-rnder the adminis-
"  t rat ion of  George Washington. ' ,

It appears that he entered the office of
col lector a poor man, and rnanaged the af fa i rs
of  the of f ice so r .vel l ,  wi th the aid of  Gen' l
George A. Sharp,  Alonzo B. Cornel l  and
others,  that  he found t ime to send a revenue
cutter loaded with custom house ernployees
from al l  parts of  the c i ty of  New york,  to one
Republ ican Distr ict  Pr i rnary in said c i ty cal led
Harlem. These employees being armed
r,v i th t issue bal lots,  and using the names of
Republ icans i iv ing in that  d istr ict ,  voted fronr
ten to th i r ty bal lots each at  a t ime, and thus

l',
I

I

to bc sent to

and Assess-
Wil l iam H.
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were ab le  to  car ry  the Dis t r ic t  Pr i rnary  against
t he  r v i i l  o f  t hc  ma jo r i t y  i n  t hc  Repub l i can
Assoc ia t i on  i n  t l ' r a t  d i s t r i c t .  And  i n  t he
sa rnc  d i s t r i c t ,  t he  o ld  z r s t  Asse rnb l y  D i s -
t r i c t ,  hc  demanded  and  caused  a  I t epub l i can
canc l idate  to  n ' i thdr ; rn , ' ,  on the threat  that  i f
he  d id  no t ,  he ,  A r thu r ,  n ,ou ld  s l augh te r  h i s
boy,  ; r .nc l  s iaughtcr  h is  f r icnds ho lc l ing o f f ice
in  t he  Cus to rn  House -mean ing  t he  canc i i -
c la te  \V i l l ia rn  IJar \ "s  son anc l  f r icnc ls .  Af ter_
\ l , a rds ,  hc  pu t  an  l nc l cpcnde i r t  Repub l i can ,
so  ca l l ec l ,  u ' i t hou t  no rn in : r t i on ,  i n  t he  f i e l c l ,
and  onc  u .hon t  t hc  l t ep t rb l i c : r ns  cou l c l  no t ,
anc l  d i d  n { r t , . supJ to r t  : r t  t he  po l l s .

F ina l l l ' ,  fo r  c lo ing i r is  c l r_r ty ,  l rc  n ,as re t i rcc l
f r o r r  t he  C t r s to rn  I { ouse  o f  t hc  Po r t  o f  Nen .
Yor l< .  Th is  u ,as c lonc af ter  a  duc cxamina-
t i o r i  o f  t hc  mannc r  o f  h i s  r vo r l<  by  a  Commis -
s i on ,  and ,  on  t he  app rova ]  o f  t he  n ro rk  o f  t hc
Comrn i ss ion  b l '  t hc  I ) r es idcn t  o f  t hc  Un i t ec l
S ta tes ,  he  r c t i r ec l  u , i t h  t hc  snug  l i t t l e  sum to
h i s  c r cc l i t  o f  abo t r t  t h r cc  rn i l l i o r r  c l o l i a r s  ;  and
l r l l  saved out  o f  h is  sa lary  as Col lec tor  o f  thc :
Por t  o f  Nerv  Yor 'k  !

A copy of  the tcs t i rnony of fc red,  or  a  por_
t i on  o f  i t  t a l<cn  be fo re  Co rnm iss ione rs ,  as  t c l

?ir

thc  c lev : r tec l  s tanc lard to  rvh ich hc ra iscd thc

Cus to rn  Housc  v i r t uc  r vh i l c  Co l l ec to r  o f  t he
Por t  n ' i l l  be u 'or th  reac l i r rg .  I t  \vAS pub-
l ishccl irr  Tut.:  RElorrrBti  :rncl I letr lr l r

Loc ' r t ,  Neu '  Yor l< ,  N{ay 26,  r877,  cnt i t led, -

CUSTOM HOUSE,  INVE,STIGATIONS.

'On  
N fonday  l as t ,  t he  : r s t  i ns t . ,  a  de lega -

t i o r r  o f  Re i ; ub l i can  c i t i z cns ,  f r o rn  t he  z t s t

Assernb ly  Dis t r ic t ,  ca l led r lpon the Custorns

Inr ,cs t igat ing Cotnr r iss io t r  a t  thc  Custorn

House,  anc l  o f ferec l  sor re  in tercst i r " rg  ev i -

dcnce.  Thc f i rs t  rv i tncss exrLrn i t red u 'as  Nl r .

Johrr  E.  Hcgar ty ,  r i 'ho rcs ic lcs  f t  t654 Second

aver lLre ,  Nen '  York  Ci ty . ,  u 'ho tcs t i f iec l  AS

fo l lon 's :  T l - ra t  he rvas c lcc tcd rnernbcr  o i  the

z t s t  Assc rnb l y  Assoc ia t i on  i n  r 8Z I ,  anc l  u .as

appo in tec l  i n  t hc  App ra i se r ' s  l ) cp ; r r t r ncn t  as

opeller atrcl p:rcl<cr, at $3.oo 1>er c1a1',  on t l"re

r  z t l r  o f  Dcccrnbcr ,  r822,  : rnc l  c l ischargec l

t l rerc f rorn on the rSt l r  o f  J t r11. ,  1875.  l {c

dernar tdec l  thc  czruse of  h is  rc lno\ - : r l ,  anc l  u-as

to ld  by thc  Super in tcnc lcnt ,  \ ' ' l r .  Lan ' rcnce

FIarrrey, that NtIr.  A. I ' .  I(etcl ir .rm h:rci :rsked

Mr"  Dar l i r - rs  sc l 'e r -a l  t i rnes to  d ischarg-e a i l  o f

I
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Wil l iam Harv,  Jr . 's  f r icnds in his department,
but he rvould not discharge him at  h is
request then.

Col lector Arthur asked folour removal
also,  and, f inal ly,  Surveyor Sharpe demanded
his discharge, and Mr.  Harney told me I  was
discharged because I  rvould not support  the
Custom House party in the distr ict  against
Wi l l iam Har,v,  Jr . ,  ex-President of  the Repub-
l ican Associat ion through rvhich he was ap-
pointed. (Shorving let ters as to competency
frorn his superior officers in the Custom
House),  have served four years in the Uni ted
Statcs Army dur ing thc iate rebel l ion,  and
had arr ironorablc discltarge therefrouz.

The next r,vitness u'as Jarnes O. Roper,
rv l ro resides at  r55 East rr2th Street,  by
occupat ion advert is ing agent,  of f ice r40
Fulton Street,  Nerv York.  He test i f ied that
in rBZ 5 hc resided in the Tr,venty-first
Assernbly Distr ict ,  Nerv York Ci ty,  and had
been for several  years a member of  the
Republ ican associat ion in that  d istr ict ,  and
had been Inspector of  E iect ions at  their
pr imaries,  was acquainted with Stephen S.
Doty,  a Custorn House Inspector,  a lso a

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  " r r o J i ^ t i o n .  I n  f t Z ; , j u s t
before the elect ion of  delegates to the
Saratoga Convent ion,  Doty of fered to pro-
cure  h im a  p lace  in  the  Custom House i f  he
would use his inf luence to make Henry
Welch chairman of  the Board of  Inspectors.
He doubted Doty 's power to procure him
the place, and Will iarn Starrett, also a
Custom House Inspec tor  and member  o f
the associat ion,  made him the same prornise,
and sent hirn a let ter  to rneet him at  the
off ice of  Surveyor George H. Sharpe. He
cal led on Sharpe accordingly;  Sharpe told
hirn that  the Col lector r , r 'ould at tend to the
mat te r  o f  h is  appo in tment  a t  once;  a lso
went to see Col.  A.  P.  Ketchum, General
Appraiser of  Custom House, and also mem-
ber of  the associat ion,  rvho gave him a let ter
directed to the Col lector of  the Port ,  Chester
A. Arthur,  t r rq.  Roper did not read the
let ter ,  but  Mr.  Ketchum said i t  rvas in regard
to his appointment.  He del ivered the iet ter
to Mr.  Phi l l ipps,  the Col lector 's secretary.
Ketchurn had before wr i t ten hirn that  h is
appointment would be handed hirn in a day
or two; af terwards he refused to make Mr.



I

r!

Ketchurn's norninee chainnan of  the Board
of  Inspec tors ,  and the  p lace  in  the  Custom
F{ouse was never given hirn.  I {e rvas to ld
r,vhen they wanted him they rvould not i fy
him. Thc next patr iot  rvas Payson Drvight,
residing at  r r4 E,ast  t rzth Street,  New York
City.  IJe rvas appointed Inspector of  Cus-
torns by Thomas Murphy, Col lector of  the
Port  of  Ncrv York,  upon thc recornrnendat ion
of Messrs.  Edrvards Pierrepont,  F-rancis E.
Spinner,  and Jr-rdge Noah l )avis,  on
Decembcr  z4 th ,  t87o,  and remained in  the
government service unt i l  October 28th,  r8ZS.
I)ur ing t i rat  t i rne he has acted as boarding,
discharging, debenture and distr ict  of f icer of
the  por t .

Dur ing the t ime he acted ar"s (assistant)
Boarding Off icer,  Surveyor Sharpe tele-
graphed to the l large Off iccr to hold the
Steamsh ip  Manhat tan ,  a  revenue cu t te r ,
subject  to his order,  ( th is r ,vas about Septern-
bcr or October,  f t f  +)  hc,  Sharpe, together
u , i th  the  Co l le  c to r  o f  thc  Por t ,  Genera l
Arthur,  boarded the revel tue cutter,  anci
proceedecl  to quarant ine and boarded the
stearnship l{ussia, (after surtset') and pro-
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ceeded to saloon of  said Steamship to receive
Mrs.  Secretary Belknap and Mrs.  Marsh rvho
were on board and had with them their  per-
sonal  baggage ;  Mrs.  Belknap's packages
numbering about 43, consisted of  t runks and
parcels ;  these were taken from the steam-
ship Russia in the stream, by order of  Sur-
veyor Sharpe, wi thout examinat ion,  except
thir tc:n that  were in the hold of  the vessel .
Afterrvards Sharpe r,vrote me the order for
the  13 ,  to  be  de l i vered  to  Mr .  B l i ss ,  and fo r
him to forrvard the same to the F i f th Avenue
Hote l .

Other evidence of  a l ike tenure was re-
jected as being too rernote al toget i rer ;  t l - re
officials were then and are sti l l  trederal office-
holders.  Mr.  Dwight gave some very in_
terest ing evidence as to i r regular i t ies,  and
the mode by which certain abuses might be
corrected to some length.

The spokesman, NIr .  A.  P.  Hinman, then
infonned the Comrnission that several  others
rvould probably testify this rveek, and was
answered that the Commission rvould gladly
hear al l  he might induce to come arrd test i fy.
Wi l l iam Harv,  Jt . ,  st i l l  a l tepubl ican in
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principle, residing at No. 246 East rrTth

Street, New York City, testif ied to the fol-
lowing facts.  In the fa l l  of  1866 he became
a member of  the ztst  Assembly Distr ict  Re-
publ ican Associat ion and had previously
been a member of  other Republ ican Asso-
ciat ions jn the c i ty s ince I856. He had been
in consul tat ion in the past wi th the var ious
leaders of  the party ' to secure the t r iumph
of i ts cause. He was appointed an Inspector
o f  Cus toms,  September  I3 th ,  I86 t ,  by  Co l -
lector Hiram Barney, and resigned Decem-
ber 6, 1864, to take the Public Store cart-
ing  o f  the  Custom House under  Co l lec to r
Sirneon Draper and held that office unti l

July Ist ,  1866. He was then removed by
Col lector Henry A. Smythe, for  the reason
that he opposed the pol icy of  Andrew John-
son's Administrat ion and he was not con-
nected with the Custorn House thereafter.
He was appointed Inspector of  Stat ions in
the Nerv York Post Off ice on October I3th,
rBZ3, by Thos. L.  James, Postmaster,  and
was removed Novernber loth,  t824, for  the
reason, as stated by the Postmaster, that he
did not obey the orders of General Arthur

31

in relation to the polit ical affairs in his (z r st
Assembly) Distr ict .

(Mr.  Haw here produced a persol ta l  let ter
f rom Horace Greeley.)

When quest ioned further on this removal ,
Mr.  Haw test i f ied that  the day af ter  he re-
ceived not ice of  h is removal  he cal led upol ' r
Postmaster James to learn the cau?e of  h is
removal  and was informed that Col lector
Arthur had demanded i t .

Arnong al l  , the Republ icans in his Distr ict
great exci tement had been caused about th is
t ime, by the act ion and interference of  Col-
lector Arthur and Sr,rrveyor Sharpe r,r ' i th the
pol i t ics of  the Distr ict ,  by int imidat ing of-
f ice-holders.  I t  was insisted that they should
vote and act  as directed by the Col lector and
Surveyor.  Al l  those rvho at tempted to as-
sert  their  manhood by doing otherwise at
the Pr imaries were rernoved from off ice.  Mr.
Haw said that a few rveeks before his
removal  in f i74 at  the Pr imary elect ion held
in his Distr ict ,  when delegates were chosen
to the Assembly Convent ion,  he was a candi-
date before that  Convent ion.  This was com-
posed of  for ty- two ci t izens, not one of  them
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an of f ice-holder,  and he rvas their  unanimous
choice.  He was dr iven out of  the f ie ld f inal ly
in th is way. Arr  independent candidate was
put in the f ie ld by the State Comrni t tee,  1o-
ca ted  a t  the  l th  Avenue Hote l ,  p res ided
over by Surveyor George I l .  Sl iarpe. He
\\ /as requested to wi thdralv.  I {e refused and
tlrerr Gen. Arthur sent for him and ordered
him to u, i thdrarv.  He st i l l  refr , rsed. Then
Col lector Arthur threatened in these rvords :
" That if he ciid not rvithcirarv he rvouid
slaughter hirn,  that  i re rvould s laughtcr his
friends, ancl that he rvould slerughter his
boy."  N{ost  of  h is f r iends \ \ , 'ere in the Cus-
tom Housc. He iefed /itn. Then the
threatencd slaughter cornlnenced and his boy
was relnovcd frorn the Cr,rstom House. Here
i s  a  l i s t :

John E. I {aggerty,  f rorn the Appraiser 's
Depot ;  Archirnecles Bel l ,  f rom the Ap-
pra iser 's  Depot ;  Ben jarn in  Page,  f rom In te r -
nal  l tevenuc Dcpot ;  John I- .  Kinsiand, f rom
\\ratchrnan at  Stores;  I ' : ryson Dlvight,  f rom
Inspec tor  o f  Cus torns ;  Sarnue l  Wal lace ,
from Inspcctor of  Custorns ;  Wi l l iam I i .
I - Iarr ic lon,  f rotn Inspector of  Custorns;
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Joseph M. McDonald,  f rom Weighmaster 's
Depot;  Char les A. I )unruol in,  f rom Weigh-
master 's Depot ;  Nelson Mott ,  f rom Clerk
in Surveyor 's Off ice,  and many others.  To
save others from the slar_rghter he zuithdrezu
ifrort t/te race. I lecanse their candidate u,as
defeated at t ire polls on election day he rvas
removed from the Post Office. He itad been
ordered to elect  the cancl idate.  IJc couldn' t ,
for  the Republ icans refused to support  h im
on elect ion day.

At the Pr imary elect ion helc l  the next
year  in  h is  d is t r i c t ,  on  Septernber  J ,  rB7S,
for delegates to the Saratoga Convent ion,  the
Custom House author i t ics,  Arthur,  Sharp and
Bl iss,  desired to rLut a t icket against  the
Repub l icans  in  the  z rs t  D is t r i c t ,  and Co l lec -
tor Arthur gave orders that  a l l  the l . -ederai
of f iceholders in the rvhole c i ty '  urere to come
into the distr ict  on the night of  the Pr imary,
and beat the t ic l<ct  put  up by t l ie Repub-
l icans in thart  d istr ict .  The orde rs r ,vere
obeyed. Sorne came by n 'ay of  tugboats,
some by rai l road cars,  ancl  sorre by lvay of
steamboats.  l 'hey voted on ruernbers '  l . r : l rnes
be long ing  to  thc  I tepub l ican  Assoc i i i t ion  in
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thc  d is t r ic t .  He c le tected a great  rnany,  and

stoppcc l  thern f rorn vot ing.  Whi ie  he u,as so

engagcc l ,  one Gencrzr l  A.  P.  Ketc l iurn ,  then

Unitecl Statcs Appraiscr r,r 'ho norv holds that

of f ice ,  was c l tcor l rag ing these repeaters  to

votc .  When he founc l  N{r .  Har i ,  prevcnt ing

theu f rorn so c lo ing,  he ca i led on the po l ice

and ha.cl hirn a.rrested for interfering rvith the

vot ing.  Hc u 'as c l ischarged,  a f ter  be ing de-

ta i r rcc l  : rbout  ha l f  an hour  a t  the Stat ion-

housc,  as Ketc i r t r rn  d id  not  c lare  to  make a

charge against  l i i rn ,  and could  not  f i r rc l  an1 '

onc to  c lo  i t  for  h i rn .  I Ie  re tunrec l  anc l  con-

t inuecl to clo ir is cluty at thc l ' r imary. \ ,Vl i i le

he rvzrs au,?f they had clonc their rvork, and

the peoplc  u 'c rc  bcatc t r .

At  the I ' r imary  e lect ion for  de legates to

t l re  State  Convent ion he lc l  N ' Iarch rZ,  1876,

everyboc ly  rvho u ' is i red to  vote ,  u 'hether  he

was a rnernber  o f  the Assoc i : r t ion or  r lo t ,  wzrs

zrl lon'ecl to clo so. l ,{cn \\ ,ho \\ ,ere not knou,n

in  thc  c l is t r ic t  depos i tcc l  z r  numbcr  o f  ba l lo ts

at  a  t imc of  thc  co lor  and s ize (NI r .  Harv

proc luccc l  a  very  th in  t ic l<et ,  about  ha l f  a1 ' r

inc l i  u ' ic le  a .nc l  t rvo inches loug,  on very  f ine

t i ssue  pape r  o f  a  p i n l<  co lo r )  he re  shon .n .

"3it

When one of  these rnen voted, he would rol l
up twenty or t lventy-f ive of  these t issue bal_
lots,  and deposi t  thern as one bal lot .  When
the Inspec tors  counted  the  ba l lo ts .  thev
did i t  by s i rnply cor-rnt ing the Associat ion
t icke t ,  and lumped the  o ther  t i cke ts  as  be ing
in the rnajor i tv,  ancl  the Republ icans \vere
thus voted dou,n.  Of t i re three Inspectors,
he l<neu' that tu'o were Custorn House offi_
cials,  and the other i rad been a plurnber
under the Dernocrat ic boss, Wi l l iam Trveed,
Neither Mr.  Harv l lor  an), ,one else was
al lorved to chal lenge votes at  th is pr imar; , .

He turther stated that General  A.  I r .
Ketchum before he r ,vent into the United
States Appraisers l )epartment rvas Col lector
o f  In te rna l  Revenue.  One Capta in  I len_
ja rn in  Page he ld ,  undcr  h im,  t i re  pos i t ion  o f
Assistant Coi lector of  Internal  Revenue,
unt i l  rernol 'ecl  as ol te of  I {ar i r 's  f r iends. He
norv has his of f ice at  No. zzgT Thirc l  avenl le,
Nerv Yor l< Ci ty.  He inforrnecl  Mr.  I {arv
that,  rvhi le he u 'as connectecl  rv i t i r  saic l  In_
ternal  Revenue of f ice,  a colored rnan narnecl
Robert  Jones was on the pay rol i  at  a sala.ry
of $r 5oo, u,hile in fact he \\,as rnan servant

ra

T
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for said Ketchurn,  and did no work for  the
off ice of  any l< ind.

On his forc ib le ret i rement f rom the Custom
House, General  Arthur immediately passed
into obscur i ty.  Here he remained unt i l  at
the last  Nat ional  Republ ican Convent ion at
Chicago in lB8o, rvhen the senior Senator of
New York,  in order to handicap the man
rvho had succeeded in obtaining the Presi-
dent ia l  nominat ion,  suggested the name of
Chester A. Arthur,  a Nerv York local  pol i t i -
c ian,  for  the posi t ion of  Vice-President.
The Senator himsel f ,  rvel l  knew that his
avai labi l i ty  as a candidate would impede
rather than help the head of  the t ic l<et,  and
that the President ia l  candidate would be
compel led to cal l  upon the senior Senator
to aid and assist him to even carry the State
of New York.  The pol i t ical  astuteness of
the senior Senator was thereafter f  u l ly
developed, and the terms of  success imposed.

The foregoing pages comprise a statement
of  facts rvhich can be ful ly ver i f ied,  and are
in the possession of  the author.  The fol low-
ing pages contain a port ion of  the af f idavi ts,
narrat ives and let ters of  d ivers persons, in

'r]7

re lz i t ion to the bir th-place of  oLrr  now act ing
President.

The author has thought best to give them
in ful l  as they were col lected, and frorn them
the reader can drarv his own conclusions.
Rea l iz ing  tha t  he  is  on ly  one o f  the  mi l l ions
of voters of  h is nat ive country,  but  bel ieving
tha t  the  Const i tu t ion  shou ld  be ,  r ig id ly
regarded, and that the nat iv i ty of  a l l  candi-
dates for  the of f ic6s of  President and Vice-
President should be certainly set t led and
determined before present ing them to the
people for their suffrages, he respectfully asks
for his book a thoughtful  considerat ion.

Erastus Cfr",laf .r, of Stanbridge East for-
merly Upper NI i l ls ,  Canada, remembers
Will iam Arthur r,vhen he first came to Stan-
br idge :  lvent to school  to hirn.  He was a
la rne  I r i shman,  and inc l ined  to  d r ink ,  bu t  was
a sp lend id  penrnar r .  He landed in  th is  coun-
try at Three Rivers, and his first school was
at Stanbr idge. I  th i r rk i t  rvas about 1819.
I  lvas about f i f teen years of  age the f i rst  t ime
he rvas here, and abor-rt twenty-five years of
age the second t i rne.  I  know he rnarr ied

I
\
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George Washington Stone's daughter,  Metho-
dist  pr iest .  Do not have any knowleclge
of their  chi ldren. I  remember two years he
l ived at  Dunham. I  know that he came
direct  here af ter  he landed in th is country
from Three Rivers. I have heard him
say so.

Joseph Baker,  of  Dunharn Flats,  p.  e. ,
remembers going to scirool  to Wi l l iam Ar_
thur  about  rBrg  and r82r .  Remembers  h is
marr iage. They went across the l ine to get
married,- ru11 away,- and wher-r they re_
tunred, l ived in the upper part  of  a house
belonging to his (Baker 's)  re lat ives.  He was
the favored pupi l  of  h is teacher;  and rvhen
the first child r,vas born, the teacher, Wiil iam
Arthur,  took him to see the baby. I t  was a
girl, and tvas called I{egina. He was treated
at the t ime by the teacher to a glass of
rvhisky in honor of  the baby. Wi l l iam Ar_
thur l ived some years at  Dunham Flats,  but
don' t  knorv where he moved to af ter  that .
His teacher,  Wi l i iarn Arthur,  was lame.
Whi le at  Dunharn he rvent to a camp meet_
ing on some lake, and got converted, ancl
aftenvard heard he became a Baptist priest
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in the States.  The way his feet  were lamed
was, as Wi l l iam Arthur stated to him, that
something fel l  on his feet  when a chi ld and
crushed them.

Sr.  AnuaNo r torro* ,*ovrNcE on eunnoc,  CAN.
Decernber zrst ,  r88o.

Mn. A.  P.  Hrxrreu.
DBen Srn:- I  received a let ter  f rom you t l ie  rSth inst .

asking me if one of my teachers in Stanbridge was named
Wm. Arthur. I ansrver yes. The first tirne he kept our
school  was l tetween 1816 and r8zo.  He was not  marr ied
at that time. l le left, and rvas away betrveen ten ancl
twelve years, theu retulned and l<ept our. school, I think
one year.  I t  is  so long ago that  I  cannot say posi t ively.
F{e r,vas married the last time that he kept our school, but
did not bring his family there. If e was a Baptist minister,
and used to preach occasionally. If . lvlrat I have rvritten
is not satisfactory, you hacl better write to IJrastus Chandler
of Stanbridge, East Vil lage, Province of Quebec, Canada.

He is older than I, ancl probably can give yon more
informat ion than I  cau.

Yours respectfully,

I ,UTHEIT  BURLEY.

PnotHoNora.Ry's OprtcB,
Swee tsburg ,  7 th  Jan . ,  r88 r .

A.  P.  HtNtr lAN, Esq. ,  New York.
Stn :-I have just completed an exhaustive search in the

archives of  onr of f ice,  f rom r8rg to 1835, inc lusive,  and I
have only found one entry in the Register of the Civil
Status for the year r8zz. It is very poSsible that the different

?
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ministets of Durrham Flats, Sutton and Stanbridge, have
neg lec ted ,  dur ing  these years ,  to  depos i t  the  dup l ica tes  o f
their registers. I  think your proper corlrse nolv r.voulcl be
to encprire of the present incurnbents of the places above
nentionecl. 

' fhey 
must have the clupl icates. I  inclose the

cert i f icate of birth and baptisrn of Regina NIalvina, one of
Ar thur 's  danghters ,  and a lso  $r . ro .  The searches  h : rve
cos t  $ r .7o ,  and the  cer t i f i ca tes  $ .4o ,  anc l  youpa id  rne  $3  zo .
Hoping you wil l  be nrore successl 'nl  in other quarter.s, f  am
Sir,

Yours tmly,

C.  BOUCI{ER,  I )ep .  P .  S .  C.

SrenHnloctr EASf.,  eunnnc, CaNane,

J a n u a r y  r ,  r 8 8 r .

Anrnun P.  HrNuax,  Esr2 .

Drar  Srn  : -Your  le t te r  to  the  rec tor  o f  the  Bapt is t
Chrrrch in Stanbridge It idge u'as haucle<l to me by the
pos tmaster ,  

. l tecause 
a t  the  present  I  am preach ing  in  the

vacant  honse l r rev ious ly  occup ied  by  the  church  in  ques t ion .
Irt  reply to your incluiry, I  may say that previons to rg-1o

all  clupl icates of registers of baptisms, maniages ancl burials
performe<l in the then l) istr ict of Xlontr.eal u'ere clepositecl
rv i th  the  pro thonota ly  o f  the  D is t r i c t  o f  I \ {on t rea l  in  N{on_
t rea l  ,  bn t  ou  the  c l i v is ion  o f  the  c l i s t r i c t  anc l  t l re  e rec t io r . r
o f  the  D is t r i c t  o f  Bec l fo rc l ,  I  am in fo r rnec l  a l l  such  records
of acts pelformctl  rvi thin the Distr ict of Beclforcl were sent
to the prothonotary of the distr ict at Srveetsbtirgh, rvhere
they can bc examinecl ancl copies olt tained for t l r ,enty-f ive
cents each, i f  I  rrnr cculectly inforrnecl.
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I ]rave heard i t  said by the olcler people t l .rat previc.rus to
Mr .  Ar thur  tak ing  or r le rs  as  a  I lap t is t  e lder  he  he lc l  an
off iciai posit io. i '  the I lpiscopal church irr r)urha'r,  rvhere
he l i vec i  fo r  some t i rne ,  a 'c l  i f  a 'y  o f  h is  ch i l t r re '  where
i ro r '  anc l  bapt ized  i r r  ca 'ada i t  r ' r - rs t  havc  r ree^  be fore  he
becar.ne a Baptist elder, as Baplisls do nol bapttze t/ teir
c/t i ldrcn. 

' I 'he 
'ecorcls of such act rvi l l  l -re fo.n<i i '  the

or ig i 'a l  ' eg is te .  r ' v i t l i  t l i e  rec to r  a t  I )nnha ' r ,  ' n less  r ie -
stroyecl at the brtrniug of the rectory sor) le years ago, ancl
i f  so they can be founcl in clupl icate at the pr.othonotar.y's
o{f ice at Stveetsburgh.

Hop ing  tha t  th is  may fu i l y  answer .  your  inqu i r .y ,  rv i th
comrr l iments  o f  the  seAson,

T am, sir,  vours fait i r ful ly,

SAN, IUt r I ,  . JACI (SON,

X{inister N{erho<list Church, Canacla.

Srarr op Nnrv Yonri.  )
Cr ry  aNu Cou l ly  oF-  Np) \ r ,  yonr i .  

i  
t t '

.  George 
' l iorneret; 

being r luly sworn, says that he resides
at Dunharn, in the l ,rovince of Quebec ; that he is rector of
"  A l l  Sa in ts  "  Church ,  Dunham,  Prov ince  o f  euebec ;  tha t
he has examined the Parochial Register of Mar.r iages ancl
Baptisms kept at saicl ch'rch ; that he f inds there recorclecl
on  t i re  rz th  day  o f  Apr i l ,  r8z r ,  the  rnar r iage o f  Wi l l iam
Arthur ancl \ Iaivina Stone, ancl on the 3rst clay of 1\Iarch,
rEzz ,  the  bapt ism o f  l {eg ina  Malv ina ,  c laughter  o f  Wi l l iam
a 'c l  N{a lv ina  Ar thur  o f  I )unharn ,  bor '  the  Sth  ins ta . t  I  tha t
the  annexed exh ib i ts ,  mar l<ec l  . ,A  "  

and , ,  I l . "  a re  t rue
cop ies  o f  the  en t r ies  in  the  sa id  par ish  reg is te r .

I
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And deponent further says that he verily believes that the
said parish register examined by hirn is the parish register
kept at the dates above-mentioned, and that the entries of
which the annexed are copies are original entries in said
register.

GEORGE FORNERET

Sworn to before me this r4th day of January, rggr.
P.  F.  SpnNCER, No,ary publ ic ,

Kings County,  N.  Y.
Certf. f i led N. Y. Co.

A.

On this twelfth of April, eighteen hundre<l ancl twenty_
one, Will iam Arthur, of full age, schoolmaster, ancl Malvina
Stone, under age, spinster, both <lf Dunham, tvere marriecl
af ter  publ icat ion of  banns,  wi th consent of  parents,  in pre-
sence of the follou,ir)g persons, by me.

(Signed) Cnas.  C.  CorroN, Minister ,
Wrr,r,reu ARruuR,
Mer,vrNe SroNn.
Ar,Lrsna SroNE,
AlrxaNnBn BnowN.

'frue 
copy of an entry in the parish register of ,,All

Saints "  Church,  Dunham, province of  euebec.
GEOIiGE I 'ORNERET, Rector .

Dunham, province of  euebec,  th is twenty_eighth day of
December, eishteen hundred ancl eighty.

B .

On this thirty-first of l{arch, eighteen hunclrecl and
tlventy-tu'o, Regina Maivina, claughter of Will iam ancl

'l '\

Malvina Arthur, of Dunham, schoolmaster, born the e.ghth
instant, was baptized this day in presence of the following
persons, by nre.

(Signed) CHenrBs C. Corrox, Minister,
Wrrrreu ARrHun,
Mer,vrNe AnrnuR.

Jenrs SroNn.

True copy of an entry in the parish register of " All

Saints " Church, Dunharn, Province of Quebec.

GEORGE FORNERET, Rector .

Dunham, Province of Quebec, this twenty-eighth day of
December, eighteen hunclred and eighty.

t"lSlii;f ;i u4"""""""T; I
Extract f i 'om the Register of the Acts of Baptisrn, Mar-

r iage and Burials of the Episcopal Congregation of the

Church of England, at Dunham, for the year One Thousand

Eight Hunclre<l ancl Twenty-two.

" On this Thirty-f irst of March, One Thousancl Eight

Hundred ancl 
' l ' rventy-Two, 

Regirra Malvina daughter of

Wil l iam and Maivina Arthur, of Dunham, schoolmaster,

born the eighth instant, was baptized this day, in presence

of the fol lowing persons, by rne.

(Signed) CHenlns C. CorroN, Minister,
Wtr ,ueu An'r 'nuR,
Mervrxe.  AR'rgun,

Jeuns SrorE,
DA. ' ID BnorvN."

rt
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I ,  thc  u 'c le rs ig .e r l ,  I )eP* tv  l ) ro thonotar .y  ' f  tbe  S*1 ter ._
i o r  c o u r t ,  i n  a ' d  f o r  t h c  s a i t l  I ) i s t r : c t . l -  I . i e t l f o r  r l ,  r r o  h e r e l r . '
c e . t i f y  t l r a t  t l i e  f ' r c g r i r g  i :  r ' L r e  "  ] i x t r : r c t s  { r o ' r  t l r e  I { e g i s -
t e r  o f  t h e  ' \ c t s  o f  I i . r P l i s r r r ,  I I a . r ' i a g e  a , t r  I j ' r i a l s  o f  t h e  s a i c l
I ' )p iscoPr r l  C ' 'g regr r r i . '  . f  r l re  ch* rc l i  o f  Eug lanc l ,  a t  I )u r r -
l ia r r r , "  i i r  the  sa id  I ) i s i . i c t  ;  the  sa ic l  I l . cg is te r  c lepos i tec l  i .
the  o l i i ce  o f  the  l r ro thono lar .y  o f  sa i t l  Sr . rper io r  Cour t .

G i ' , .en  . t  Srveetsburg ,  the  
' l ' r ve ' ty -e igh th  

o f  I )cceur l te r ,
One 

' l ' housant l  
E , igh t  l lu r i t l r -e t l  anc l  E igh ty .

( r , . s . ) C. BOUC]HtrI{.
l )epu tv  Pro thono"ary  Super . io r  Cour t .

'1 . 'o  
A .  J .  I {o rv , rn l ,  I i s r2 . ,  Conutv  C lerk  o f  C i r i r renr . len

County ,  \ te lu ron t  :
I t lease sea 'c l r  i .  your  o f l i ce  fo r  'ecorc ls  o f  b i r t l i s  a r rc t

c lea t l i s  . f  ch i l t l re '  to  lhe  fo l lo rv i 'g  persons :  w i ] l ia rn
. \ r t l ru r ,  l l a lv ina  Ar thur . ,  f r .o ru  Ja ' * : ' . v  rs t ,  r  gzz , toJa ' ra r .v

rs t ,  r8 -1  r ,  l ' ,u t l  cc r t i f v  rcsu l t  fo r

. \ .  1 , .  I I I N t r { A N ,  - \ t t o r n e y ,  e t c . ,
No. E Wall  St.,  Nerv yor. lc Oity,

I ) a t e c l  J a n .  z 8 t h ,  r S S r .  N e r v  y o . l i .

Sr,rrR or,- Vntrlroxr., )
Cut 'r"r ' r . :x nr,x Cr-,uxr.v. i  

t ' t '

A. J. Horvarcl,  Clerl< of saicl Chittenclen Count1,, hereby
cert i f ies that thcre are no records of births, rnarr iages anri
deat l rs .eq ' i .ec l  to  be  l iep t  ) ry  co*n ty  c lc r l i s  i '  th is  s ta te ,
ancl that t l rerc are no snch records in r-n1, off ice.

In  tes t in rony  rvhereof ,  I  have hereunto  se t  n ry  har . rc l
and a f f i . xc r l  the  sea l  o f  sa ic l  cour ) t ) .  a t  Rur l ing ton ,
t h i s  f i r s t  d a v  o f  F e b r . u a r y ,  A .  I ) .  r E g r .

A .  J ,  f I O W A I { I ) ,  ( t l e r k .

+ ; )

Sr .  A t r l reNo,  Feb.  zc l ,  rSEr
X{n .  , \ .  I ' .  HrxM, r l . .

$111 ; - !6111.  le t te r  o f  t i re  z5 th  Jan. ,  addressec l  to  l {ec to r
o f  t l i c  l3ap t is t  Church ,  S t .  l \ r rnanc l ,  M iss isquo i  Co. ,  p rov .

.f  Quelrec, * 'as givc' to lne as the indiviclual incl icatecl.
In  ausrver  to  vour  rec lues t ,  I  rep ly  tha t  no  pas tor  o f  the
13aptist Clrurch in St. Armardi!reuious lo tg43, was lcgai ly
r lual i f ier l  to l<ee1> ancl use registers for recorcl ing marriages,
l l i r t l is, baptis ' ' rs a'cl  cleaths; he'ce, ther.e can be no recorcls
of births, etc.,  of the famiiy of Rev. \ \ Im. Arthur, in keepinr
l ry  th is  church .

I lal>t ist churches alu'ays keep a bool< of records of the
cloi 'gs of the ch'rch, i '  . rvhich t lre'anres of her olvn pastors
appear ' ,  and usua l iy  a lso ,  inc i< len ta l l y ,  the  names o f  pas tors
.f  acl jacent cl^rrches. I  i rave searchecl the records of the
l lap t is t  Chu lch  iu  S t .  Ar .mand f rom rSz3 to  1943,  and the
rr:rnre of lier'. \\rn. Arthur canttot be found t/tcrein. I have
alsci searchecl the recort ls . f  the seconcl Bo/t ist c/turc/t  in
Ilic/tfor,l, Ver,tottt. fn. lhese I -7tnd /tis ttattte apPeari'g,
n s  s l r o l n  i r r  t l r c  f o l l o w i r r g  e x t r a c t s  :

"  Apr i l  z6 th ,  r828. -The church  rece ived.  a  reques t  f ro rn
\\rater ' i l le Chrrch, to send brethren to set i^ counci l  to
examinc l l r .  wm. Arth'r '  for orcl inatiou ; ancl the church
appo in tec l  l r re th ren  A.  S tone,  Jeremia l i  Janes ,  A .  C.
I lanist cr. "

"  
- lanua lv  r  7 th ,  i  t z9 . -Votec l  to  e  r lp loy  I t ) l c le r  \Vm.

Ar thnr  one e igh t l " r  par t  o f  the  t ime fo r  o r re  vcar . "
' I ' hese  

ex t rac ts  rv i l l  shou '  h is  r . , r , l i e rea l )ou ts  a t  tha t  t iu rc .
I  have a lso  ca l l cc i  .Po .  I )ea .  t rT i tche i  S tone,  c i f  I i i rhsh i re ,

Ve ' .o ' t ,  a  c .us i r i  o f  I I rs .  \ la lv i 'a  r \ r thur . .  He i ' fo r ' rs
tha t  he  l i vec l  'ear ' \ ' Ia lv i 'a  S tore ,  snbseq.e , t l v  N[ rs .  Ar thur ,
dur ing  tJ re  f i rs t  four teen years  o f  her  l i fe  ;  anc l  tha t  he
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v i s i t c r l  l r c r ,  rv l ren  a  n ro thcr ,  i r r  thc  ro \ r 'nsh ip  o i  i , ' a i r f ie ld ,

V c r n r o r r t .  ) I r .  S t o r r c  i s  i r i  h i s  e i a h t y - l i l s t  y e a r ,  a n t l  c a n n o t

L c r n t : n r l r c r  t h c  d a t c  o f  t l r i s  v i r i t .
' I ' l r csc  

a rc  a l l  the  fac ts  bcar ing  upon th is  sub jec t  tha t  I

anr  n ( ) \ \ ,  r l t ] c  to  g ivc  ;  anc l  i t  i s  fac ts , I  a rn  au 'a re ,  no t  spec-

t t l a l i o t r s ,  t l r a t  r ' , , t t  , l c s i r c .

As  I  l i ve  jus t  on  thc  l ro ; 'dc r ,  l l i ch fo rd ,  Vernron t ,  i s  rny

nea les t  P .  O Yor.rrs tmly

A I {NOI ,D  I , .  A I {N{S ,
l{ichforrl, I, 'ranklin Cc,., Vt.

' J 'o  
r tn i  Torvx  Cr - r . tnx  o r .  \VAL ' r inv r r . r . r i ,  Larno i l le  ( )ounty ,

Y e r t n o n t :

I ' l ca - .c  search  i r r  r .ou l  o f6ce  fo l  rccorc ls  o f  l r i r t l r s  anr l

d e a t l r s  o f  t l t e  c h i l r i r c r r  t o  t h c  l c r l l o r r ' i n g  l ) e r s o n s :  W i l l i a m

. \ r t l r u r ,  I l a l v i n a  r \ r t l r u r ,  f r o m  J a n n a l y  r ,  r  t z z ,  l o  J a n u a r . v
r ,  r E - 1 r ,  a n c l  c c r t i f y  r e s u l t  f o r

, \ .  P .  I { l N } { i \ N ,  , \ t r o r n e v ,  & c . ,

No.  S  \Va l l  S t rce t ,  Nerv  \ io rk  C i ty ,

I ) a t c t l  \ e r v  \ - o r ' l i ,  J r r r r r a r ' . r ' 7 ,  t S E r . Nerv  Yorh .

\V, t ' r 'nnvl i - r - r , ; ,  I ie l r ruar,v z,  r8Er.
t 'ecor<l  of  any of  thc aLrovc far .n i ly .

I i .  I I .  S I IA ' l " l 'U ( i l i , ' f o rvn  C le r l i .

i \ i on ' t ' t  t  I J :gos t r r  r t r t ; t  r ,

I I o N .  ; \ .  l ' .  I  I  t . - r t . , t N .

f ) l ; , rn  S I  r i  :  -  [  recc iver l  ) 'ou ls  o f  I  )cccmber  z7r l r .  In

lep ly  rv i l l  say  I  canuot  te l l  t ] re  nnmber  o f  ch i l c i ren  \ \ - i l l i a rn

A l thur  ha< i  a . l  thc  t in re  he  res i t lec l  in  \Vaterv i l le :  bu t  I
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t h i n l <  h c  h a r l  t r v o . r  t h r e e  a t  r l r c  t i m c  r r c  c a r n e  t o  - ! a i r t i e l r i .
I  rvas  acqua in te r l  * , i th  l i im in  wetc rv i l l c ,  a rc l  he lpec l  r -uo 'c
l l l l f )  l ( ,  l r  a t f h c l r [ .

I ) .  S . -  I  rccc i r -ec l

to the rvrong ofl ice.

I , I 'ONA1{I)  \V.  I , I ]ACIf  .

\ .orrr  r rote af t t ' r  - .onre r le lav,  as i t  tvent

LrioNarir.r W. Ltiecrr.

S ' r ' .  ' \ r . naxs ,  \ - r . ,  ) I ey  r9 ,  r8Ez .
A .  I ' } .  I l r N I { A N .

S i n :  -  l f y  s i s t c r ,  I l r s .  H a n n o n  N o r t h r o p ,  J r . ,  h a s
p laccd in  mv l rands  a  le t te r  f rom you,  rv l r i ch  may l iave
beer  i r tenc lec l  fo r  l re r  o r ' r1 ' ' ro ther ,  rv i th  a  rec lues t  tha t  I
a l rs lver ' .  I I y  fa t l re r ,  I Jarmor r  Nor th rop ,  ager l  E6 ,  anr l
my rno ther ,  agec l  83 ,  * ' c re  borh  acr lua i ' tec i  * , i th  l J lc le r
W i l l i a m  A r t h u r ' ,  l r u t  n o t ' r v i t h  a n y  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .

Nea l ly  a  year  ago,  in  conversa t ion  w i th  Leonard  \ \ i .
Leach, of North E'oslrr.rrgh. I  forurcl that he l i ren, more of
thc  l i l dc r  than any  one I  l iave  met  ;  an t l  I  r r , i l l  g ivc  you a
few t ro tes  or  ex t rac ts  ta l ien  a t  l r la [  1 i11g .  -

I ' I r .  Lcach u 'en t  to  Waterv r l le ,  Vcnr . rou t ,  in  l Iav ,  r6zE,
anc l  b ro*qht  N{ rs .  Ar thur ,  hcr  baby-boy ,  and th ree  g i r l s  in
h is  rvagon ;  anc l  Jo i rn  Sherman ( fa ther  o f  D .  \V .  Sher -
rnar ,  o f  l lo ' tgomery)  tooh l i i s  team a . ' r l  l r rought  the  E lc le r
ancl the l iousehokl el lects.

W i l l i a i n  A r t h u r  f i r s t  c a n r e  t o  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  1 , .  r J . ;  t h e n  t o
IJunhaur  ;  then to  \ \ - i l l i s ton ,  V t .  ;  thcn  to  Esscx .  \ . t .  :
s tud iec l  Lan ' ,  auc l  p rac t ice t l  so l l re  ;  then to  Waterv i l le ,  \ : t . .
* ' l i e rc  he  *  as  . rda i 'ec l  ;  the '  to  l .a i r l le lc l .  \ \ ' h i le  i '  l -a i r - -
f iek l  too l i  a  schoo i  in  S tanbr ic lge ,  p .  ( ) . ;  f r rn r i l y  c i  i c l  no t  go
the .e .  Ne* '  church  i '  N . r th  I ra i r f ie l t l  was  c lec l i ca lec l  i r r
fa l l  o f  r828.  Rev .  11 .  IL  Wooster ,  Cong. ,  my grandfa ther

i - i  r f
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was p lesent  and ass is ted  ;  Rev .  A lvah Sab in ,  Rap. ,  over

u iue ty ,  now l i v ing ,  and a t  one t ime XI .  C .  -  r 'es ic les  rves t  ;
can  ge t  adc l ress  a lso  present ;  anr l  i f  you  have no t

writ ten hirn you should do so for information.

Perhaps the family of f)eacon Falrrsrvorlh, of Fairfax,

Vt.,  may give you information ; also Dr. Sylvester Case, of

Brandon,  V t .

Should you write Nlr.  Leach, I  thinl< i t  rvoulcl be rvel l  to

put your incluir ies in forr l  of cl irect cpestions.

A lso ,  the  imp less ion  n 'as  cnr ren t  tha t  a t  the  t ime o f  your

v is i t  to  Fa i r f ie ld ,  tha t  your  r l i ss ion  n 'as  no t  f r iend ly  to  N{ r .

Ar thur ,  no \ \ r  our  Pres i< len t ;  and,  perhaps .  in  o rc le r  to  ge t

these peop le  to  inves t iga te  c lose ly ,  t l tey  may rv ish  to  know

that you are pursuir.rg this nratter by the rvish of t l .re Ar-thur

farni ly.

: \ lso, there is a XIrs. I iur l ison at Easl l , 'air ' f ielcl ,  \- t .  ;
a lso ,  the  Stone fami ly ,  o f  I3 i l l i sh i re .  The la t te r  a re  re la t i ves

of  I f  rs .  \Y i l l i am A l thur .

N l l s .  I I .  N o r t h r o p ,  J r . , l e a v e s  f o r  t h e  W e s t  i n  a f e w  d a y s .

l I y  mother ' ' s  s igh t  has  fa i led  ;  and I  have no th ing  more .

You ls ,

JOSEPH NORTr[ rOP.
I  ah,r 'ays resiclecl in Fair6eid unti l  six months since.

F,zra \ \ I r ight  Sherrnan, of  Montgomery
Ccnter,  F ' r : r r r i< l in Courr ty,  Vennont,  a fanner,
rvent to school  to Wi l l iarn Art i rur  in F:r i r -
f ie ld,  Vermotr t  :  s:rys he lv i l l  be s ixty-seven
y e a r s  o l d  i n  J a n u a r y ,  r 8 8 t ;  w e n t  o n  o n e
occas ion  u , i th  Wi l l iam Ar thur ,  in  November .

'1 l I

I83o, to get a school  to tcach in I )urr l ia ln,
but u 'as too latc ;  remelnbers at  that  t ime
tha t  Wi l l iam Ar thur  had one,  and perhaps
two gir ls and a boy. He remembered the
Abel l  brothers-Luthcr,  Calv in and Chester
Abel l -and that the boy born in Fair f ie ld,
Vermont,  was named af ter  one of  them, Dr.
Chester Abel l ,  and rvas knorvn as Chester
Abel l  Arthur.  He remember of  Rev. Wi l i iarn
Arthur saying in his presence in school  one
day to I -uther Abel l ,  "  Luther,  |our hide or
mine u. i l l  soon have to come to thc col lar
bealn;  "  thc teachcr 's (Wi l l iam Arthur)  o ld
horse died in tu 'o u,eelcs af ter ,  and Luther
said to hirn (E. W. S.) ,  "  I  guess the teacher 's
hide l ras col lared the beam f i rst . "  Ezra
Wright Shennan also shou'ed me an account
book kept,  as he said,  by his father,  in rvhich
was an  account  w i th  Wi l l iam Ar thur  r i ' h i le
he l ived in Fair f ie ld,  Vermont.  I t  set  for th
the f i rst  i tern,  "  N' [ovins Wi] l iarn ArthLrr  to
trair f ie ld in May, t828,"  and the last  i tern
was da ted  Janr - ra ry ,  rS jz .  The most  par t
r ,vas store bi l ls ,  paid by rny (E. W. S.)  father
for Wi l l iam Arthur 's accourr t .
I  had been informecl  t i rat  E, .  W. S. had
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u ' r i t ten an art ic lc : rbout t l ie Arthur fami ly i r r
the Rut larrc l  Her;r lc l  and Globe ne\\ /spaper,
and asl<ecl  h i rn i f  he u 'as the ar-r thor.  He
said not,  but  that  Dr.  C. L.  Cerse, \ \ 'ho u 'as
stopping at  z8o 4th Avenue, Nen, York Ci ty,
was the ;ruthor,  ancl  that  h is (Dr.  Case's)
mother \ \ 'as prcscnt u,hen Chestcr Abel l
Artlrtrr u'as borrr irr l iairf ield, Vt. S/te zuas
sczttrttetn !cars old at lhat tirtc Also
re fcrred nle to Erastus Chandler,  above
Starrbr idge, N{rs.  Aclarns ancl  n l l rs.  Str icker.

I Ie  (E , .  \ \ r .  S . )  i s  the  cous in  o f  the  rv i fe  o f
Orrnoncl Rracllcr., of l iairf ield, Vt., ancl :r
l : r rvvc r .

zSo l ioun ' t ' r r  A l r ru r .  NEU'  Youx.

A .  r , .  |  l r N r r . t r .  
] ) e c c u r b e r  z 7 '  r E 8 0 '

l)B.,rn Stn : _- Yor-rrs of to-t lay is receivecl,  I  regret that

I  have no t  a  copy  o f  the  ar t i c lc  re fe r rec l  to ,  in  regarc l  to  the

b i r t l i  anr l  ch i l< l l ioor i  o f  C lencra l  Ar thur .  Re ing  a t  Sa la toca

at  t l r c  t i rne  o f  thc  nominat ion ,  I  has t i l y  rv ro te  l ,ha t  I  d id  , '
:u r r l  c l i t l  no t  th inh  i t  o f  i r r rpo l tancc  enough to  o lc le l  any

l )apers  cont i r i r r ing  i t .  I  have Lru t  onc  copy ,  anc l  tha t  i s  a t

rny  honre ,  I3 ranc lon ,  \ r t .

I  expec t  l .o  rc tu ln  nex t  u 'ee l i ;  l x r t  n . i l l  fu rn ish  any  i l fo r ' -

rna t ion  c les i led ,  o r  u , i l l  cop , r ' the  a l t i c le ,  an<1 senc l  i t  on  t r ry

l r l i va l  i ronrc .  A t  thc  t in rc  o f  Genera l  Ar lhur 's  b i r th ,  I  was

a lad  o f  te l l  years  o f  agc ,  my p i r re t r ts  l i v i r rg  neares t  ne igh-

bors  to  Genera l  Ar thur 's  fan t i l y ,  a ld  my lnemory  is  very

; l

c lear  in  regar r l  to  thc  c i rcun- rs t : rnces  o f  h is  b i r t i r ,  anc l  o f  the
h is to ry  o f  the  fanr i l y  dur ing  h is  fa ther 's  pas tora te  in  Fa i r -
6ek l ,  \ ' t .  Dr .  Ar thur 's  e ldes t  daughter ,  Mrs .  R.  X I .  Ca lv ,
l i ves  a t  z7  C l in ton  avenr le ,  A lbany ,  N.  Y .  S ince  my s tay
ir-r the city I  have had trvo letters fronr her relat ing tcr
the  lemin isceuces  o f  our  ch i idhooc l .

l i  espect ful ly '  yorlrs,

C .  I , .  C A S E .

Du,nn Srn  :  -  The n ' r i t ing  on  the  b : rck  s ic le  o f  th is  u ,as
pt 'epareci last fal l  for the paper ;  but as there tver.e several
a r t i c les  appeared the  rvee l<  be fore ,  I  never  sent  i t .  I  rv i l l
senc l  i t  rv i th  a  fen 'exp lanat ions .  I  have seen severa l  o f  t i re
ol<1 neighbors that say lre rtrovecl from Dunharn to \Vater-
vi l le, and frorrr there to I ,-airf iclcl .  I  have heard frour his
o',r 'n nrouth al l  I  know of him. I I is father u'as lr ish, arir l
h is  mothcr  Scotch .  I Ie  u ' : rs  ec luca ted  in  Ed inbur .gh ,  anc l
s t *d iec l  11s , ,  aur l  p rac t icer l  a f te r  he  came to  ca 'ac la .  I Ie
rvas  d iss ipa tec l  u 'hen he  f i rs t  c r lme to  Canada,  l tu t  rvas  re -
forrnecl and converted, ancl $'as at f i r .st a Free. Wil l  l lnpt ist ;
bu t  a f te r  tha t  he  jo ined t l ie  C lose  Communion  l3 : rp t i s ts ,  and
remained so  as  long as  I  h r ren ,  h i rn .  He l tac l  th ree  c ia*g1-
te rs  o lc le r  t l i an  ( jhes ter ' -  I teg iua ,  Jaue,  anc l  A in rec la .  ' f  

he
t la tes  o f  thc i l  b i r th ,  and p lace  o f  b i r . th ,  I  cannot  g i r .e .  In_
s teac l  o f  my a t tenc l ing  schoo l ,  I  rec i tec l  to  E lc le r  Ar lhur ,  as
he lvas  ca l led .  I Ie  tna in ta i r rc r l  the  most  r ig ic l  governn len t
iu  h is  fami ly .  

' l ' h is  
i s  cor lec t ,  as  r re i r r l \ .  as  I  car r  rcmcml rer .

You ls  t lu l l ' ,

\ I .  I { . 1 ] I , I S S .

l * ,n ,ur , ,  October .  rs t ,  r88r .
DE,an DDl lon  : -_As there  has  beeu much rv r i t ten  anc l

sa id  la tc ly  o f  the  b i r t l i -p lace  anc l  paren lage o f  p res ic len t

I
i;t
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, \r thur, I  thought I  u'ould lvr i te you rvhat I  l<now of t l ' re

mat te r .  In  the  l ' i n te r  o f  the  year  1829,  I  boarded a t  the

house o f  the  Rev.  Wi l l iam Ar thnr ,  and a t tended schoo l .

They l ived at the t inre in a srnal l  framed house, and not in

a  " log  cab in , "  as  was s ta ted  a t  the  t in - re  o f  h is  nominat ion

at Chicago. Cl iester Abell  vvas then an infant in the cradle,

ar.rcl  I  then supposetl  rvas namecl for the farni ly physician,

a l though i t  i s  norv  s ta ted  tha t  he  lvas  uamed Chester  A lan ,

after a relat ive of his mother's. His father hacl rnoved here

a year or tu,o previotts from Dttnham, Canada, where he

married a N{iss N{c' lvina Stor.re. I  can well  recol lect her as

a large, l ively, goo<1-natuled t l 'ot latt ,  rvho rvas vely much

esteemed by al l  her act luait t tances. He hacl three daughters

o lc le r  than C l res ter .  I Ie  was a  hard-she l l  Bapt is t  in  the

s t r i c tes t  sense o f  the  n 'o rd ,  an< l  was  earnes t  and en thus ias t ic

in preaching i ts doctt ines, especial ly that of irnrnersion. He

and the Rev. Renjamin Wooster, the congregational ist

minister in l-airf ielcl  at that t i rne, had long and heated

debate in the pulpit .  Mr. Arthur preached ol le sermoll

four  hours  long,  anc l  many d isbe l ievers  o f  the  doc t r ine

became so  wea l ' y  anc l  exc i ted  tha t  they  go t .up  the i r  teams,

put whip to their horses, at lcl  were never secl l  there again.

But  the  Rer ' .  cared  bu t  l i t t le  fo r  th is ,  anc l  I  a tn  sure  tha t

i f  the  Pres ic len t  i s  as  r ig ic l  in  h is  be l ie f  as  h is  fa ther  was,  he

wi l l  s t i ck  to  u 'ha t  he  be l ieves  to  be  r ig l i t  i f  a l l  the  Powers

in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes  shou ld  be  hur lec l  aga ins t  h i rn .  L i t t le

did I  think, as I rocked that cradle, the occupant rvould

some clay becorne the I ' resident of the United States ; but

I probably clrearned as much of i t  then as he did one short

yeal 'ago. l lut i t  is certain l1o one can tel l  what is in store

for hin, ,  for sure some unknorvn haud shapes our destiny.

] \ I .  H .  B .

: o
i r!-)

EXTRACTS TOWN RECORI)S OF I . 'AIR}- IELD.
VEI{ I \TONT.- \TOL. I .

Rev. Anson B. Flard ; nrarriage, Septemlrer 3o, r83o.
O:: .  t r?," .  Hi l l ;  marr iage,  July 4,  r825.

"  MArch 19,  183.1.
Rev.  S.  Nash, Rector  Union Church ;  marr iage,  June 6.

1832 .
Page r84- Rev.  Isaac Leonard ;  marr iage,  I )ecember 20,

r833 .
Page r9z - I{ev. Peter Chase ; marriage, Iiebruary, r83-1.

Also, Births recorded, aucl School-N{eetings, &c.
Will iam Arthur and trvo others elected, at ' lown l\{eet-

ing, Superintending Committee fol Schools.
March z.  r8zo.  )  - ,
i i, i;;; i l  ;: ;;;6: i 

No other record or tl.re Arthur name'

There is a Catholic, Episcopal, aud Congregational
church now at Fairfield Centre ; and a Union chrlrch at
North Fairfield, on the same spot where Will iam Arthur
preached. I t  was then a Bapt ist  church;  but  that  rvas
torn down tu,elve years ago, and this Union chulch built
in  i ts  p lace.  I t  is  wi th in a hal f  mi le o[  u 'here Chester
Abell Arthur was boln.

December,  r88o.
A .  P .  H .

Fair ' f ie ld,  Flanl<l in County,  )
State of  Veunont.  

-  
i

Sairnon Soule says he resicles in Fairfielcl, F ranklin
County, State of Verrnont. I rvas born itr Nerv Yorli State,
and came here, and ]rave resicled in the torvn of Fair'f ield
since I was one year old. I am nou'eighty-five years old,
and rvil l be eighty-six on the trventy-sixth clay of January,
t88r.  I  knerv Rev.  Wi l l iarn Al thur when he preachecl  in
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this torvn, rvhich u'as from altout r8z7 or r8z8 until about
r83r.  f  lernember of  hear ing at  that  t ime of  Rev.  Wi l l iam
Arthur having a boy born, tvho lr 'as narned after Dr. Ches-
ter Abell, a physician practicing in this torvn. I also knew
tlre cloctor ; for he ctit off rny toe in the year t826, rvhich
rvould cause me to lemember hirn. I clon't remember of
any other chilclren of the minister spoken of at the tirne.
I don't remember seeing the Minister Arthur's wife,
although I may have. I{e (the minister) was about my age.
I clon't knorv where he came frorn lvhen he comrnenced to
preach here ; and when he left I healcl he rvent to the State
of Nely York to preach.

At test  :  SAr.MoN Sourr .

E.  C.  Soul ,n,  Tust ice of  the Peace.

' forvn 
of Shelclon, Frankl in County.

Calvin Abell  says : I  am seventy-six years of age, ancl

reside in the torvn of Shelclorr,  Frankl in Connty, and have

res ic led  in  Frauk l in  County ,  Vermont ,  a l l  my l i fe .  Chester

Abell  Arthur, sorl  of Wil l iam Arthur, was namecl after n'ry

brotirer. Chester Abell .  I  l<now his name - that is the

chi ld's name t irat was born in the torvn of Fairf ielcl  -  rvas

Chester Abell  Althur. Wil l iam Arthnr's wife's father rvas

namecl Washington Stoue. Ff er name, I  think, was Mel-

vina. I  alr,vays understood that his wife's father lesided in

Canada. I  i<now of but one chi ld born in the torvn of

Fairf ield, Frankl in County, and I thinl< he was the f irst

born. I  clon't  remember any brothers of Chester Abell

Arthur. I \{y brother narnecl him rvith the permission of his

father and mother, I{e 'rvas t l ie fanri ly doctor ;  ancl had

' ) , )

been a doctor for about fourteen years in Fairfielcl Centre.
I think I have hearcl that my brother the doctor and I{ev.
Will iam Arthur married cousins. N{y blother, Chester
Abell, married the daughter of I3enjamin Stone, of East
Berkshire, in this State ; and the ltev. Will iam Arthr.rr mar-
ried Washington Stone's clarrghter, over the line in Cauada.
I think trlder Arthnr rnoved frorn l 'airfield before my
brother's death. Rev. Will ianr Althur r,vas l;etrveen thirty
and forty years of age when in Fairfielcl. I knew him per-

sonally rvhile here ; ancl remember seeing him since, about
trveuty-nine years ago, and spoke to him at that tirne.

At test :  Cr\LYIN AHnrr .

E, C. Sotil,R, Justice of the I'eace.

Town of Fairf ield, I
S ta te  o f  Vermont ,  i

Leonard D. Geer says : I  am sixty-nine years oid. I

was born here, aud lesicled in this town neariy al l  mv l i fe,

except three or four years. I  remember Rev. \Vi l l iam

Arthur when he came here. FIe married his r,vi fe in Berk-

sh i re ,  F ran l i l i n  County ,  Ver rnont ,  aga ins t  the  rv ishes  o f  h is

fatherin-larv, anrl  nrovecl ir i to Canacla, just over the l ine.

They had chi l t l ren bol l  them in Canacla befole they came

here - two or three, certain, and I thinl i  rnore. 
' l 'here 

rvas

one bom narner l  Chester  Abe l l  Ar thur .  None by  the  name

of Chester Alan Arthur rvas born here. Chester Abell  was

named after I)r.  Chester Al-rel l .  f 'he rvives of Wil l iam

Arthur and of Dr. Abell  rvere either sisters or consius. The

boy, Chester Abell  Arthur, u'as bom over f i f ty-f ive years

ago, at least. I  anr not certain whether a boy was boln in
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Canada or  no t  ;  bu t  no  Chester  A lan  Ar thur  was born  here

in  r83o.  He le f t  th is  p lace  in  r83o.  Then had four  o r

f ive chi ldren when he left  here. Some rvere attending

school here at the t ime. N'Irs. Arthnr's narre rr,as Stone ;

a Nen' Eugland or Yanliee \4/oman.

At tes t :  LEoNART)  D.  Gnnn.

E.  C.  Sout ,n ,  Jus t ice  o f  the  Peace.

To An'rHun P. I IrNlrAN, Nerv York City, Nerv York.

I,  A. (; .  Soule, npon oath, depose ancl say that I  am a

Ton'n Clerl< for the torvn of Fairf ield, in the County of

Franl<l in, ancl State of Vermont ;  that I  have examinecl and

searchecl t l ie l{ecords of Bir ths in the f 'own Cierk's of i f ice,

in said torvrr of Fairfield, and do not fnd recorded t/terein,

betzueera the years z1 . D., t8e5, atd A. D., 1835, tlte birth of

atzy child thercitt noilted C/tester A. Art/tur.

A .  G.  SOUl , I l , ' fo rvn  C le lk .

Datecl at Fairf ielcl ,  this 3rst clay of December, r880.

Sta te  o f  \ -e rmot t t ,  L  " "
F ' r a r r l i l i n  C o u r i t y ,  J  

' " '

Subscri l- ied ancl slorn to at l-airf ielcl ,  in said County, this

3rs t  day  o f  Decenber ,  A .  I ) . ,  r t8o ,  be fore  me.

JOI IN NIcQUEENEY,  Jus t ice  o f  the  Peace.

Sta te  o f  \ re rmont ,  I  ^^
Frankl in Coturty, f  

'u '

f ,  Wilbur P. f)avis, Clerl i  of the County Court for the

Cour.rty of Franl i l in, in the State of Vermont, hereby cer'-

t i f y  tha t  John Mc( )ueer ley ,  I ! sq . ,  i s  a  Jus t ice  o f  the  Peace

u' i thin and for the Cor.rnty aforesaid ; that his cotnrr l ission

is clated on the f irst clay of l)ecenrber, A. D., r88o, aud wil l

e x p i l e  o n  t h e  3 o t h  o f  N o v e m b e r ,  A .  D . ,  r S E z ;  a n d  t h a t  h e

5?

is duly qualif iect by the laws of this State to aclminister
oaths for general purposes, to take depositions and acknotvl-
edgments of  deeds and other wr i t ten instruments ;  and to
his official acts and attestations full faith and cleclit oughl
to be given.

FRANII I , IN :
L . S .  :

co. couRT, \, ' l ' . :

In testimony rvhereof is rny oflicial
seal and signature.

Wrr,nun P. DAvrs,
Cierk.

I  had consic lerable t rouble in gett ing that
last certif icate. The Torvn Clerk refused to
give one, for  a lorrg t ime. But th is let ter
wil l inform you better t iran I can.

F'ai r f ie lc l ,  Verrnont ,  January 3,  r88r.
A.  P.  HrNuaN. Esq.

DBen Sln : - The delay in folwalding the enclosed
" Search of Town Clerk," is not attributable to negligence
on my part. The 'f own Clerk, rvho is a stalwart Repulrl i-
can, objected to consult the records in an official capacity,
ancl celtify accorclingly, ancl did not do so ur-rti l December'

3rst, although requestecl so to do on the evening of your
departure from Fairrrelcl. Being unceltain whether the
Ton'n Clerk would co r-nply with my recluest, I delayecl
until he did so, before applying to the County Clerk for a
cert i f icate,  rvhich l  have just  now leceive<l .  Trust ing that
the inclosecl pnl)ers are sufficiently explicit, ancl that you
have not been seriously inconveniencecl or injured by this
unfortunate clelay, I arvait, u'ith much culiosity, fnrther
tleveloprnents. \rery resyrectfully,

W. I I .  FAIRCI- i I I -D,  At torner ' ,
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I lec l fo rd ,  Q. ,  Feb.  5 th ,  r88r .
M u .  A .  P .  [ I r N r r a N .

Dnan SIR : - In  answer  to  your  incp i ry  I  w i l l  s ta te  to

t l re  bes t  o f  my reco l lec t ion ,  Wi l l ia t l  Ar thur  taught  a  D is -

t l i c t  Schoo l  a t  S tanb l idge N{ i l l s  in  r83o anc l '3 r  anc i  a  par t

of r83z and his famiiy l ivecl here, he i larr iecl Nlalvina

Stone,  o f  Dunham,  and he l  b ro ther ,  S .  W.  S tone,  zoas  t i l !

brolher- in-lazei, t i re f ir 'st son cl iecl iu Brrr l ington, Vt.,  con-

sec luent ly  the  present  C.  A .  Ar thur  was born  in  Canada.

While he taught school I  l ived about t lvo miles from Stan-

br idge Mi l l s .  I  never '  l i new o f  the i r  l i v ing  in  Fa i r f ie ld ,

Vermont ,  any  length  o f  t i rne .  N{ rs .  Wm.  Ar thur  went

home often rvhen her chi ldren rvere born. I  arn very posi-

t ive C. A. Arthur was born in Canada, Nlissisqua Co.

J.  H.  COREY.

I \ In.  HtxnaN.
The above is  J.  I I .  Corey's

rvrit ing. Part of it is halclly
mal ie i t  out .

Mrs. Captain John Chandlers,  u ' idow, went
to school  to Wi l l iam Arthur,  at  Stanbr idge
(Upper  Mi l l s ) ,  Canada,  the  second t ime he
carne there,  in I83o. I temembers hirn as a
lame man :  she rernembers his daughter at-
tencled school  at  the same t ime, and one day
had qui te a laugh at  the nalnes of  h is chi ld-
ren, rvhen his daughter referred to them in
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a let ter  wr i t ten to her mother.  The l i t t le
girl who lvas r,vrit ing the letter \,vas Regina
Melv ina  Mar ia  Ar thur ;  a  b ro ther  was named
Wi l l iam Abe i l  Ches ter  Ar thur ,  and a l l  the
other chi ldren had four narnes each. They
l ived at  Dunham, Canada. There were f ive
or s ix chi ldren at  that  t ime. Mrs.  Arthur
rvas the daughter of  a Methodist  preacher
u'ho l ived at  Meggs Corners,  Dunharn, Can-
ada, and Mrs.  Chandler rv:rs t i re i r  next  neigh-
bor .  Her  daughter ,  Mrs .  Samuel  S tan ton ,
also remembers her mother speaking of  the
queer names of  Wi l l iam Art i tur 's chi ldren,
and repeated the natnes above given and one
in betr,veen.

Joseph Eaton  a t tended schoo l  in  r83o and
t83 t ,  rvhen Wm.  Ar thur  taught  schoo l  the
last  t ime at  Stanbr idge (Upper Mi l ls) ,  Can-
ada; he now l ives in F'air f ie lc l ,  Vermont,  said
his cousin Luther Bur ley,  of  St .  Armond, P.

Q. at tended school  there at  t i re same t ime :
the teacher 's oldest gi r l ,  Regina, at tended
school  part  of  the t ime ;  she told hirn her
mother was l iv ing at  Meggs Corners,  about
seven mi les away, rv i th her s isters and
brothers.

statement in h is own hand-
leqib le,  but  I  guess you can

Yours,  ctc. ,
L INDAL COREV.

per  M.  D .  C .
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I- indal  Corey,  of  Stanbr idge, Canada, P.

Q,. ,  re l rembers Wi l l iarn Arthur;  went to
school  to him; also that he was marr ied and
had a farni ly at  Dunham Flats,  and when he
lef t  there heard of  h im at  Fair f ie ld,  Vt .
Heard Wi l l iarn Arthur say that whi le there
he del ivered the prayer one 4th of  July,  and
Dr.  Chester Abel i  del ivered the orat ion.
IJe,  Arthur,  said that  i t  took him three days
to get up the prayer and that he received

$roo for del iver ing i t .  Knows that Wi l l iam
Arthur had a son born at  Dunharn Flats be-
fore he went to the States.

(Mr.  Corey's business is that  of  a sur-
veyor.)

He also remembered Wil l iarn Arthur
before he became a Baptist, officiating as
an omcer in the Episcopal  Church at  Dun-
harn Flats,  when the Rev. Mr.  Cotton was
rector.  He, Corey,  had a cousin,  Simon
Orcutt, who norv l ives at E,rsflat, Town of
Hadley, P. Q., who rvas married twice, and
the f i rst  t ime Wii l iam Arthur marr ied him
in Corey's presence, about for ty years ago.
Wil l iam Arthur was then at  Hinesburgh
Academy, Vermont.
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He was wel l  acquainted with Stephen
Stone, brother of  Mrs.  Wi l l iam Arthur,  who
died in Wisconsin.  (Referred me to Brorn
Seely and Joseph Baker,  of  Dunham Flats,
and Leonard & Hal l ,  jo int  prothonotar ies,
Sweetsburg,  P. Q.)

He also remembers that  \ ,Vi l l iarn Arthur
marr ied Malvina Stone, daughter of  Squire
George Washington Stone, rvho l ived at
Meggs Corners,  Duuham Flats,  Canada, p.

Q.,  and that i t  was a runaway match-the
old Squire,  rvho was a Methodist  preacher,
being opposed to the match ;  went to school
when \ ,Vi l l iam Arthur 's daughter Regina at_
tended school  in Stanbr idge ;  she rvas then
about r  r  or  12 years old.  This was the
second t ime he taught school  in Stanbr idge.
After Wi l l iam Arthur lef t  Dunham Flats,  he
next l ived in Sutton, Canada, just  over the
l ine.

Mv DBen srn:-your ,":,:]':;"1f;:'1fi fii' ::::',"
hand last evening. You say that you have written to Orcutt
ancl have received no auswer. you call him Simon, when
his name is Lyman ; that probably is the cause of no
answer being retnrnecl. Yorr speak of a I\{r. Thomas, of

?
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Sutton Flats. I  l<now some people in Sutton by the narne

of Thornas, but do not know that either of thern is your

man. 
' Ihe 

old geutleman, I3aker, is the person who

informecl me that Wil l iam Arthur sold his clead son for

d issec t ion  to  the  ph) 's ic i .ns  a t  Bur l ing tou ,  as  I  repor ted  t< - r

you a t  Ear le 's  l lo te l .  Of  course ,  he  knorvs  someth ing

about the matter, i f  he would test i fy. I  knorv of no lvay to

ferret out anything with regar<l to the name ancl age of the

boy born at l)unharn, unless by an oid lady residing at

Aclamsvil le, who is aunt to the mother of the At ' thur rvhorn

you are pursuing, and must have been a resident of Dunham

at  the  t ime o f  i r i s  b i r th .  An o ld  man by  the  narne o f

Davies, now residing at West Shefford, rvas residing at

S tanb l idge a t  the  t ime tha t  Ar thu l  was  a  res ident  o f  the

sarne place, and must hnow sometir ing about his chi ldren.

The information you want of Orcutt I  cau get by way of

rny son, who is son-in-law to Orcutt.  I  feel disposed to clo

al l  in my power for you ancl your party, but I  am sorr.y to

say that I  arn unable to make the resealches recluired lvi th-

out assistance, as I am a poor lr lan. The olcl lady referred

to  n rus t  have been a  res ident  o f  Dunham a t  the  t ime o f

young Arthur' 's birth, and being a relat ive, she must

rernernber something abor. i t  him.

Please write me at once i f  you think i t  cousistent to do

so. Anything you write in confidence rvi l l  be safe.

l lespectful ly your.s,
L INDAL COI{E\ "

Stanbr idge,  Eas t ,  P .  Q. ,  Jan .  zo th ,  r88r .

A .  P .  HTNMAN,  Esc1. ,  A t to rney ,  e tc .

Dr , tR  Srn : -Your  t l vo  le t te rs  o f  da te  Jan.  18 ,  l v i th  en-

closures of $5 each, receivecl by last night 's rnai l .  I  have

talkecl rvi th old IUr. Bal<er in resarrl  to his having tolcl  me

6: i

once that Elder Arthur lost a son by death, which circunl-
s tance and o thers  connected  w i th  i t  he  fu l l y  reco l lec ted ,
with the exception of his name, rvhich hacl sl ippecl his
memory. I  am going to-clay to see a J. H. Corey, who
professes to know sourelvhat about the matter, and to-rnor-
ro rv  I  w i l l  s ta r t  fo rAdan isv i l l c  to  see the  aunt ,  a f te r  wh ich

I wi l l  inform you further. I  rvi l l  make al l  the researches
poss ib le ,  i f  i t  i s  your  rv ish ,  fo r  wh ich  I  t rus t  I  w i l l  rece ive
a fair remuneration. I  rvi l l  endeavor to write you again
Saturday, ancl i f  you have any new suggestions, please clrop
me a  l ine  on  lece ip t  o f  t l r i s .  l {espec t fu l l y  your .s ,

L I N D A L  C O I { E Y .

p e r  M .  D .  C .

P. S.--I  have a rel iable evidence that E,lder Arthur tvas
a resident of Stanbridge f i f ty years ago, by a mar.r iage that
he  pe l fo rmed a t  tha t  t i rue .  S ince  u ' r i t ing  the  above I  have
in te rv iewed J .  H.  Corey ,  who appears  to  be  pos i t i ve  tha t
your man was l tonr on l l r i t ish soi l ,  ancl says that you are
mistaken in regard to his name l.reing Chester Alan, as l ie
was named Chester Abell ,  after one Abell  Aclams, t l-ren a
res ident  o f  th is  v ic in i ty .  I Iou 'ever  to - rnor rou ,  I  w i l l  com-
mellce a more extendecl tour, ancl rvi th your assistance,
hope to  fu rn ish  you w i th  more  pos i t i ve  in fo rmat ion .

You ls ,  L .  C . ,  r le r  Nt .  D .  C.

TI {E  OLD AUNT 'S  TESTIN, IONY.
N{r. Corey subsequently sau, the aunt of

Chester A. Arthur, referred to in this letter,
and here is  the resr : l t  o f  h is  in terv ien '  rv r i t ten
by  h imse l f  :

"l

rF

t



64

Stanbl ic lge,  East ,  P.  Q.,  Jan.  24th,  r88r.

A.  I ' .  Hrx l rarv,  Esr1. ,  At torney-at-Larv.

DBen Stn : -Since my last  let ter  to you I  have seen the
old aunt referred to previously, but did not succeed in get-
ting as nruch information from her as I wishecl to. I will
g ive you as near ly verbat im, as possib le,  the conversat ion
betr,veen rrs :

I -Did you l<norv one Wi l l iam Arthur who once l ived at
I )nnham Flat  ?

She-I knerv hirn r,vell ; his u'ife rvas a relative of mine.

I - l )o you hnorv the name of  the eldest  son ?

She-I  do.  His narne is  Chester  Abel l  Ar thur.

I-I think he was nameci afrer yonr first husbarrcl, Abel
Aclams.

She-No : he was namecl after the physician who assistecl
at his birtir.

I-Do you linorv the place of his birth ?

She-Yes ; he was irorn at Fair'f ielcl Centre, Vt.
I -Did you ever see the records of  h is b i r th ?
Slre-No.
I-Have yorl any personal l<norvleclge tlrat the place

namecl  is  h is b i r th p l : rce ?
Sl're-No, only from report.
I -_Is the physic ian,  Chester  Abel l ,  l iv ing ?
S.he-No, he is clead ; as also is his q,ife.

I -When Wnr.  Arthur,  the father of  C.  A.  Arthur.  lef t
Irairfield, rvhere clid he go ?

She-I"Ie weut to l3urlington to stucly larv, alcl just be-
fore the t ime for  h is exaruinat ion there \ \ 'as a re l ig ious
revival in the tolvn, which caused hinr to l ltanrlon his in-

( i ; j

tended profession and turn preacher. His f irst preaching
rvas in Burl ington. From that place, I  thinl<, he returned
to Fairf ield and then to Stanbridge.

' I 'his 
is the substarrce of the oicl lacly's storl ' ,  she hou'-

ever  re fus ing  to  s ign  a  cer t i f i ca te  o f  her  s ta tement .  I  a lso
intelvierved Captain Wm. I)avis ancl Warren Stone, both
of West Shefford, who resided at Stanbriclge at the t ime
that Wil l iam Arthur \ \ ,as at that place. They agreecl in
saying that Arthur came into the place in t ire latter l tart of
r83o,  and le f t  in  the  f i rs t  par t  o f  1832,  r .emain ing  in  the
p lace  about  e igh teen months .  I lo th  remember  see ing  tu .o
daughters  o f  h is ,  bu t  l rave  no  reco l lec t ion  o f  any  so l t .  You
see that the elder Arthur resicleci in Canacla f i f ty years ago
this year. I  rvould further say that Lyrnan Orcutt was
tnarriecl f i f ty years ago t i t is Winter by Wrn. Arthur, r,vho
then resided here. I  have found i t  up-hi l l  lvor.k so far, as
the  par t ies  I  have consu l ted  are  near ly  a l l  s t roug ly  p re-
jud iced aga ins t  the  I )enrocra l i c  par ty .  In  look ing  over
the  who le  mat te r  I  am sr lo t rg iy  o f  the  op in ion  tha t  the  sou,
Chester Abell ,  died iu Burl ingtou (as reporteci to me by
old Mr. I lal<er, which report I  wi l l  swear to), ancl that the
present  Ar thu l  has  assumed t l re  t rame o f  h is  dead l t ro tber .
There  is  no  doubt  bu t  tha t  the  son rvho d ied  a t  Bur l ing ton
is t l-re one said to be born at Fairf ield Centre.

Very  respec t fu l l y  yours ,

I , I N D A L  C O R E Y .

per  \ { .  D .  C.

S t a n b r i d g e ,  J a n .  3 r s t ,  r 8 8 r .

Dsan Stn : - I  wro te  yon the  resu l t  o f  n ry  excurs ion  t< r
Adamsvil le aucl West Shefford. 

' l 'he 
rnaiden name of t l ie

old lady rvas Stone. l ler f i rst husbancl 's name rvas Abel
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Adams,  a r . rd  her  seconc l  husband nas  the  la te  I lev .  Barnabas
Hi tchcoc l< ,  She is  r low a  w idow the  second t ime.  I  sa lv
At  once,  rvhen I  commencec l  my inqu i r ies ,  tha t  she  hac l
been previously tvan'red of rvhat rvas corning. After uran-
aging very cautiously, I  succeedecl in drarving ont fr .or.u her
the  s ta temer . r ts  w l r i ch  f  gave you in  my las t  le t te r ,  She
pers is ts  tha t  Wi l l iam Ar thur  never  had bn t  one son.  i f
olcl  NIr.  I lal<er n'ori lcl  tel l  as mucir as he knor,vs abo't  the
boy that diecl anrl  u.as dissected at Burl ington, i t  r ,voulcl
shou '  to  the  wor lc l  tha t  the  pr .esent  Ar thur  i s  the  seconc l  son .
There  is  no  t lou i r t  in  tny  mind  bu t  thn t  Chester  Abe l l
Arthur is the one that ,w'as born iu Fairf ield.

Mr .  S tan ton  te l l s  rne  th r t  he  has  in fo rmed you rvhere
he thinl is you tvi l l  f ind George Stone, the rrncle of the N{r.
Ar thur  i '  q r . res t io ' .  S tephe '  \ \ r .  S to 'e ,  another  n 'c le  to
young Arthur, died in t l ie .rvest. I I is wiclorv is l iv ing at
I{edrving, in X{innesota. FIer maiden narl le was Cynthia
Grey, formerly from Stanbriclge. I Ier late husbancl,
S tephe ' \ \ r .  S t . 'e ,  rvas  i ' thc  serv ice  o f  Wi l l ia rn  Ar th* r  as
copy is t  fo r  the  s l )acc  or  te r .u t  o f  one year  o r  u rore  u .hen
Ar th* r  ' ' as  ge t t ing  uP h is  l roo l i  ca l le t l  the  "  A ' re r icar r
Ant i r lu i t ies . "  \ \ ' e rc  sa id  S tone a l i ve ,  he  wou lc l  l<norv  a l l
abo*t Art l .rr 's far ' i ly. I  thinl i  Stone's rviclow or claughter,
l lo \v  a  young la t l y ,  rnns t  k r ro lv  a l l  about  the  fami ly .  As  I
said l iefore, they arc resicl ing at I ter lu' ing, l \ I innesota.

I  have l reen fa i th fu l  in  your  serv ice ,  and regre t  tha t  I
coulcl not accomplish rnore than I have clone. Have the
l < i n d ^ e s s  l o  r v r i t e  r n e ' p o u . e c e i p t  o f  t h i s ,  a n c i  l e t  m e  l i ' o r v
rvhat is the plesent si tuation of affairs.

$ ro  more  rv i l l  j us t  cove l '  rny  t i rne  and expenses .

Yottrs truly,

I , I N I ) A L  C O R E Y .

6i

There is a tornbstone in the cemeterv at
North Fair f ie ld,  Vermont,  rvhich bears the
i n s c r i p t i o n :

Sacred
to the Mcrnory of

Dr.  Chester Abel l ,
rvho died

J u n e  2 d ,  A .  D .  r 8 3 2 ,
Aged 36 years.

( l ines,  3 verses.)

Georg ia  P la ins ,  Apr i l  3o th ,  rSEz.

A.  P .  HrNmAw,  At to rney .

l )nen Srn  : - I  rece ived your  le t te r  o f  the  zTth  ins t .  in
r lue t irne. I t  is true I have l ivecl in Georgia mrlre thlrr-r
f i f ty years, or seventy-three years, but Wil l iam Arthur
never  l i ved  in  Georg ia ,  bu t  l i ved  in  Eas t  Fa i r f ie lc l ,  about
eighteen rni les northeast of Georgia, and east of St. Albans ;
but I  have seen him mauy t irnes and heard him pr.each.
He was a Baptist minister, ancl very smart, arrd I thinlt
that he left  here soon after he was orclaitrecl and weut south.
Chester A. Arthur was born in Fairf ielcl  in a log house. I
rvi l l  refer you to Rev. Alvah Sabin, of Sycamor.e, DeI(al lr
County, I l l inois, lvho rvas raised in Georgia, and l ived here
more than seventy-four years, and' lvas well  accluainted rvith
Wil l iam Arthur, and helpecl ordain him, and was rvith him

a goocl cleal.  I Ie is norv eighty-eight years olcl ,  but I
thinl< is alt le to give you a good cieal of informatiotr altout

I
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Will ianr Arthur aucl family. Perhaps you will write to the
postmaster at East Fairfielcl, atid he might direct you to
some able persoll there that could tell nore abont the
f rm i l y ,

Yery truiy yours,

ALVIN MEARS.

Georg ia ,  N{ay  z4 th ,  1882.

A t l ' n u n  P .  H r N u e N .

I ) rnn  Stn  : - I  rece ivec l  a  le t te r  f rom you sorne  t ime ago
srrying you hatl  learne<l that I  had l ivecl in Georgia over
f i f t1'  years. I  aut in mv seventy-f irst year, have l ivecl ou
the same farm I rvas bronght np on ever since I rvas born,
except  be ing  absent  a t  in te r .va ls  occas iona i l y .  I  have had
the rheumatism this rvinter, so I r .reglecLecl ansu,ering your.
rv ishes  concern ing  the  Pres ic len t ' s  fa ther .  He never  l i ve< l
in Geolgia to rny l iuowleclge ; I  rernember his conring here
to  a  p ro t rac te r l  meet ing  lvhen I  was  in  my teens  ;  he
pleachecl arrr l  sang the Star of l i lethlehem very beauti ful ly,
the f irst t ime I ever. hear.t l  i t  ;  he stayed here several days,
anti  u'as consir lerecl a very smart man by those who hearul
h im preach.  I  th inh  i t  l vas  sa id  by  sorne  he  l i vec l  in  the
'Iorvn 

of Fairf ielcl ,  in this Corrnty Franl<l in, i t  is a tolr,n
nex t  eas t  o f  S t .  A lbans ,  i t  comers  on  to  the  Town o f
Georg ia .  I t  i s  sa id  by  sorne  the  Pres ic len t  was  born  in  the
'I 'orvn 

of l 'ai l f ielcl .  I f  these ferv l i r .res are of any benefi t  to
you, ) 'ou are rvelconre to thenr.

Truly yorlrs,

N{OSES WIGHTMAN.

( i ! l

Sycamore ,  De l (a ib  Co. ,  I l l  ,  I Iay  9 ,  r8Ez.

I )s ln  S tn  ;  - \ ' -e111 's  o f  the  4 th  ins tan t  u 'as  du iy  re -

ceived. I  would say that I  arn not able to give ciates

def in i te ly ;  bu t  can  s ta te  f rom reco l lec t ion  rvhat  I  have

known of Rev. Wil l iarn Arthur. My f irst acquaintance

wi t l r  l r im was about  the  year  t8z6  or ' t827.  I  do  no t  reco l -

lec t  be ing  o le  o f  the  Counc i l  tha t  o rc la ined Mr .  Ar thur .

I  met  h i rn  a t  the  annna l  neet ing  o f  the  Fa i r f ie ld  Assoc ia -

t ion. I  learned frorn him that he emigrated from the north

o f  I re land,  and tha t  h is  ances tors  were  o f  Scotch  c lescent ,

and were  Pro tes tan ts  in  be l ie f ,  I {e  was,  un for tunate ly ,

a{f l icted with a fever-sore in onc of his l<nees, r,r 'hi le a boy,

tha t  pa l t ia l l y  c r ipp led  h im ;  so  tha t  the  lame leg  was tN 'o

or  th ree  inches  shor te r  than the  o ther  ;  so  tha t  he  wa l l<ec l

w i th  tha t  unequa l  s tep  tha t  a l l  persons  c lo  tha t  a re  thus

al l l icted. I  think he tolcl  me that his parents rna<le extra

e f fo r t  to  sent l  h im to  schoo l ,  on  account  o f  h is  lameness ,  I

reco l lec t  h is  remar l< ing  to  me tha t  the  ur in is te r  in  h is

fa ther 's  par ish  pa id  l i im spec ia l  respec t ,  as  he  p lssed ou t  o f

the chnrch, because he rvas a scholarly young gentlemau.

I - {e  sa id  tha t  l i t t le  n rark  o f  d is t inc t ion  had qu i te  an  e f fec t

upon h i rn ,  anc i  f i red  h is  a r lb i t ion  no t  a  l i t t le  to  exce l  as  a .

scholar. I  do not l<non' as he ever tolcl  me horv far he

rvas  advancec l  in  h is  educat ion .  I3 r r t ,  as  he  ta r - rgh t  a  se lcc t

schoo l ,  anc l  hac l  advanced scho lars  n r rder  h im,  i t  must  have

beeu very  I 'espec tab le ,  He ta t rg l r t  rv r i t ing-schoo ls ,  anc l  u 'as

a beauti ful anrl  rapicl u'r i ter, ancl u'ould tal<e <lor,vn a speech

as i f  by shorthancl. I{e u'as of n'rediunr size, ancl darl i  hair,

rv i th  a  keen,  penet ra t ing  eye .  H is  a r t i cu la t ion  r .as  c ' l  i s -

t inc t ,  h is  f igures  ap t ,  the i r  app l i ca t io r - r  easy ,  no t  nu f rec luer r t -

l y  man i fes t ing  the  l<eenest  w i t ,  F I i s  sarcasms,  u 'hen usec i ,

were cutt ing. His taste rvas nice ancl del icate ; aucl u'onlcl)
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Leac l  t r te t r ' s  charac ters  accnra tc ly  l r1 '  t l re i r  1>hys iogr ro l r l ' .
H is  conversa t ion  was earnes t ,  l i ve ly ,  anr l  a luays  l i s tened to

ly i th  a t ten t ion .

IIy impression is that he left  his native land soon after

the close of his acaclemic stndies. The f irst I  knerv of Mr.

Arthur, he was stuclying larv in Berkshi le, in the County of

l ' rankl in, State of Vennont. In an awaking on the srrbject

of rel igion, Mr. Arthur's rnind became interested, and rvith

others rnade a public professior.r of his faith, arrcl u'as bap-

t ized, and associated rvith the Free-rvi l l  Baptist Church of

that place. Not long after Ir is associat ion with the church,

the  rnembers ,  and the  peop le  o f  t i re  communi ty  expressed

the opinion that he would have to preach the gospel ;  atrd,

as i t  al tpearecl,  he felt  a necessity laid upon hinr to clo so.

Soou he  rvas  l i censed to  i rnprove h is  g i f t ,  as  l re  shou lc l  be

ca l led  upon,  and as  he  shon ld  have oppor tun i ty .  l ' h is

cus tom is  adopted  by  a l l  Rapt is t  churches ,  tha t  the  peop le

may juclge lr 'hen i t  is proper to cal l  the l icentiate to or<l ina-

t io r r .  I t  seems he hac l  ample  oppor tun i ty  to  improve h is

g i f t  in  c lu i te  a  reg ion  aronn< l  h im ;  bu t  as  he  became tnore

acr l t ia in tec l  u ' i th  the  regu la r  Bapt is ts ,  he  fo rurd  h is  v ieu 's

bet te r  accorded w i th  thenr  th l r  l ' i th  Free- rv i l l  I lap t is ts  ;

ancl after due consideratiort,  l re rvtthdrerv from thern, an<1

grroposerl himself to the tsaptist cl iulch in l lerhshire.

Whi le  l ie  was a  l i cenc ia te  he  appo in tec l  a  meet ing  fo r  a

iec tu re  iu  a  schoo l  house in  Eas t  l le rksh i re .  ln  tha t

ne ighborhood l i vec l  o lc l  Esrp i l c  I i< ; i ce ,  t l re  fa ther  o f  Judge
Stephen l{oice, who rvas Judge of the Supreme Court of

Vermor.rt  for more than tu'enty-f ir 'e years. The old Squire

\vas A mall  of sterl ing talent, but somewhat addictecl to in-

tempercuce. At an early hour he u'ent to the school honse

to  rneet  the  young p leacher  be fore  the  peop le  shou ld  a l l
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get in. And after a fetv nroments he rose up aud air-
proached him, and said, " young man, I thouglrt I rvoul<l
come here early and examiue you as to rvhether you woultl
ever make a preacher." Nfr. Arthur sau' in a rnomeut that
his object was to daslt him before he began the meetiug.
1\,Ir. Arthur, looking him in the eye, repliecl, ,,well,

Esquire,  I  expect  to be exarnined.  but  I  d id not  expect  i t  at
this time, or this place, nor before this Board, but I u,i l l
rvaive all oltjectious, ancl wiil answer any interrogatives you
please to put to the best of my ability." The olcl Squire
said,' " I{ozu ma:ny Islancls are there in the Grecian Arc/ti-
pelago ?" Arthur replied, " Squire Itoice, you are a I'ree-
mason, are you not ?" The Squire answerecl, ,, yes, but I
do not  see what that  has to do wi th the quest ion."  Arthur
replied, " if you are, yolr are acqnainted with Morgau's
l\{asonry, and in that you will f ind ther-e are as many
Islands in the Grecian Archipelago as there l,ere buttons
on l\{oses'britches. The old Squire steppecl up, patting
him on the 

'shoulder, 
saicl " you'l l make a preacher, you

can preach." The old man went and took a seat and paicl
good at tent ion through t l re meet i r . rg.  He at tended several
rr-reetiugs afterwards, and invited the young preacirer to lris
house, and ever after treated him with entire r.espect. I
thought I woulcl send you this sheet to let you knorv rlrat I
was endeavoring to allstver your re(Iuest, and I anr 6ll ing
out another sheet and will sencl it in a clay or. trvo. I lnay
as well pay postage on two letters as on one double one.
You will excuse my writing, I arn au old man and my hancl
often fl ies off at a tar.rgent involuntarily ; I am in the
eighty-ninth year of my age ; I rvas born in Georgia Ver-
mont, October 23c1, r7g3. The facts that I state are r-nacle
from nry recollectiorr, as they lie floating "ri:J^T;ir:.t.

i
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' I 'his 
n'as ansrvel irrg a fool accorcl ing to his fol iy. I

l ,e l ieve  th is  anecdote  to  be  a  tme oue.

Mr .  Ar thur  n ra l r ie t l  I , I i ss  S tone,  o f  l ias t  l le r l i sh i re .  I {e r '

parents and family were al l  respectable, inclustr ious, inde-

pendent ,  fa rming  peop le .  I  reco l lec t  s tay ing  one n igh t  a t

the  house o f  o l r l  N{ rs .  S tone.  She rvas  a  soc ia l ,  in te l l igen t

old I3aptist lacly. 
' fhere 

was an tr lder Stone that preachecl

a t  the  to rvn  o f  Johnson,  V t . ,  u 'ho  became a  l { i l l e r i te  ;  bu t

was a man of talent aucl gootl  character. He was brother

or  unc le  to  N{ rs .  Ar t lu r - I  a rn  no t  cer ta in  wh ich .  O ld

]\{rs. Stone lelatet i  to me a couversation u'hich she hacl

rvith the Rev. Benjatnin Worster, of l ' 'air f ielcl ,  Vt. I{e vras

a  mal l  tha t  o f ten  gave s ta r t l ing  expos i t ions  o f  sc r ip tu re ,  l ;u t

they u'oulcl ai l  provc to be corlect. 
' I 'hey 

were speahing

of a certain preacher. 
' f  

he old lady said she hnerv him to

be a  tme gospe l  rn in is te r .  Sa ic l  N{ r .  Wors ter ,  "  l l ow do

you hnow tha t?  
"  She rep l ied ,  "  I lecause he  was the  meaus

of  conver t ing  my sou l . "  " ' fhc t t , "  sa i t l  N l r .  Wors ter ,  "  I

knerv a man that was cortvet ' ted by a sl<unk jumping out at

h im. "  
' fhe  

o lc l  lac ly  thought  h im in  e t ' ro r ;  i tu t  he  u 'as

correct. A hypocrit ical preacher may be the r leans of cou-

ver t ing  men to  the  tmth .  When I  f i r s t  became persona l ly

accluainted u' i th NIr ' .  Arthur he resicled in East Fairf ielcl ,

V t .  I  s tayed a t  h is  house o t re  s to rnry  n igh t  in  mid- rv i l te r .

H is  honse rvas  s tna l l  ;  an t l  L l tc  Iuxur . ies  o f  wea l th  and a l i s -

trocracy rvele total ly rvatrt ing. 
' l i re 

Chttrch rvas small  and

poor ;  ancl rvhat l i t t le duty cl id clevolve upon them to sttp-

por t  the  min is te r ,  r , r 'as  bu t  s l igh t ly  fe l t .  I {e  expressed to

nre some of the tr ials he harl wiren ont of breacl,  ancl out of

wood, ancl l t imself a cripple. FI is temper rvoulcl r ise ; and

he rvould almost resolve to quit  the ministry. Then the

clond lvould lrrcal i  ;  ancl a goocl meeting, rvi th a sym-

,r

I
I

I
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pathizing friend, would set all right again. I think one or

two of his children were born while he lived in this place.

Mr. Arthur preached in several places in the north part of
Franklin County within a few years ; but horv many tirnes
he moved his family, I could not tell. He preached in
Sheldon, St. Armon, Watervil le, and South tr'airfield. I
exchanged pulpits with him several times while he lived in
Fairfield and I l ived in Georgia. We livecl about fourteen
miles apart. He attended a protractecl meeting in our
place, and ma,de hirnself very acceptable to all the people
of the torvn. He preached and lectulecl in different parts
of the town, and lectured on the subject of temperance
several times. I recollect one of his sarcastic remarks in
relation to drinking farming-men. He said: On a rainy
day they would be sure to all meet at the vil lage tavern or
store, and imbibe freely of black strap (new rnm and West
India nolasses), and then talk and laugh convulsively, and
stamp their feet, ancl slap their thighs, rvithout a particle of
wit or a point of common sense. Then, at night, one of
them rvould start for home with a jug of whiskey in one
hand, and a dried codfish, by the tail, in the other. He
would speed through the mud, ancl, gesticulating with his
codfish, would soli loquize at the top of his voice : " These
cursed temperance men rvould have us sign away our l iber-
ties, purchased by the precious blood of our forefathers I "

A.bout the year r828, in October, the Vermont Baptist
State Convention met at Winclsor, Vermorrt. I hacl been
appointed to preach the introductory sermotl, ancl the
Convention voted to have another sermon in the forenoon
of the second day, and designated brother Arthur to deliver
i t .  He asked to be excused, but  they pressed him to i t  ;  so
he made the attempt and succeecled r.vell, except he made



e r
t +

one mistake. IIe took for his text the passage in the Acts,

Chapter XXVIL,  verse 29:  "  Then, fear ing lest  rve should

have fallen npon rocks, they cast four anchors out of the

stern, and wished for the day." He improved the passage

by way of r-emarl<, and after an old, obsolete method, he
spiritualized the four anchors as faith, repentance, hope
ancl love, or obedience, or something lihe that. I l-rad hearcl
hirn preach florn the same text lrefore, anri I felt it my
cluty to say to him that that methocl of using the text rvas
r.rot considerecl legitimate ; but as all that he said was good
and true, although it did not grolv out of that text, I saicl
nothing about it. As soon as he named his text in the
Convention, I was sorry that I dicl not suggest rvhat I felt
prompte<l to do. ' lhere rvas in the assembly an old consci-
entious minister flom Nerv Hampshire (Areal Kendrick),
and as soon as Nlr. Arthur had closed his discourse, r'ose
np ancl s:ricl he felt bound to correct tire error into which
the young brother had fallen ; that his discourse did not
grow out of his tcxt ; he felt in duty bouncl to corlect the
error on the spot, and that he hopecl the young man would
tal<e it kindly, as he meant it for his good. No one made
a word of rernarli, ancl the tneeting closed. Governor
Aaron Leland, of Chester, Vermont, rvas the President of
the Convention. After the adjournment, he went to Gen-
eral Forbes' house. As I passed by him, sitt ing by the
door, he said to lne, " I never rvil l folgive father I(endrick
as lortg as I l ive for tirat cruel attack on that youlrg man.
I{is crit icism rvas correct enough if macle in private, but to
make it at that time-and he a stranger-was inhuman.
All he said rvas goocl, althongh it rnay not grorv ont of the
text." Mr. Arthur felt it l<eenly, as it seemed to inclicate
a snperficial theological training. 

'fhere rvere perhaps

?,1

seventy ministers present fronr all parts of the State, and
this rvas his first introduction to most of them. I presnme
he never forgot the crit icism.

About r83o he removed his family to the town of Will is-
ton, Chittenden County, Vermont, and was employecl as a
preacher by a srnall Baptist church then recently organizecl
in that place. He also set up a private Academy in a build-
ing erected by Rev.  Peter  Chase, a brother of  D.D. I ra
Chase of  Newton,  Mass.  l lu t  as he did not  sncceecl  to h is
mind, he gave up to Mr. Arthur. He taught the school
for some time, I could not state how long.

By this nrove Mr. Arthur's pecturiary circumstances \vere
materially improved. His salary from the chur.ch was
small but promptly paicl and the income from the school
enabled hirn to rent a good house and to live respectably.
After being there abont a year he appointed ancl held a
protracted meeting for the chulch in the Acaderny build-
ing, and he recprested me to attetrcl ar-rd to clo the preach-
ing. The meeting was to contiuue one rveek, and I
preached tu'ice and three tin-res a day for eight days. Ntr.
Arthur expressecl to me his satisfactior-r in relation to his
then situation. His school \vas a success, and the conr-
muni ty rvas qui te enl ightened and his f r iencls were cui t i -
vated and influential. Amor.rg them rvas Ex-Governor
Mart in Chi t tenden, son of  o l r l  Governor Thomas Chi t ten-
den, the fir 'st Govemor of the State of Vennont. Govemor
Martin Chittenden expressed a lvarm and corclial attach-
ment to Nlr. Arthur. IIe, though not a Baptist, attenclecl
NIr. Arthur's meetings much of the time, and he attenciecl
the week's rneetings quite uniformiy. As the polit ical
views of both harmonized the Governor might have been
some moved by policy. I had not a favorable opinion of
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the Governor, but f found him a pleasant, social, agree-
able gentleman. Mr. Arthur's children were perhaps frorn
fourteen years of age downward to infancy. I observed
the older ones and thought them smart and of bright intel-
lect. After this meeting I sent my two oldest children, a

son and daughter, to Mr. Arthur's school for a term or two,

and they say they well remember trundling the now Presi-
dent in a hand cart on the side walk of the street. I

lyould say, that at the end of my week's preaching Mr.

Arthur said to me, " during the lveek I have not heard yotr

pronounce a word wrongly, nor make wrong choice of

words, nor use an improper rhetorical figure, nor an il logi-

cal argument." This declaration was quite gratifying to

me. as 1 kuerv he was a much more crit ical scholar than

myself.
Mr. Arthur removed from Will istou, Vermont, to some

place west of Albany, N. Y. I occasionally heard from him,

but our particular acquaintance terminated on his removal

from Will iston. The last time I saw him was at the Ver-

mont Baptist Convention held at Fairfax about the year

r85o. I did not hear of his death ti l l  within a year, and I

do not know whether Mrs. Arthur, his wife, is alive or not.

I would now say, Mr. Hinman, I send to you this scroll

lvritten from my recollection with no memoranda of any

kind, and the statemer.rts may not be strictly accurate,

but they are about as accurate as I am able to state them.

You are at l iberty to tnake what use of them you please, I

have no vanity to be gratif ied or will to dictate, I only wish
to be remembered as the intimate friend of the Rev. Wil-
l iam Arthnr, and a rvell wisher to his farnily.

ALVAH SABIN,
To A. P. HItwteN, Esq., Sycamore, Del(alb Co., Il l.

8  Wal l  St . ,  N.  Y.  Ci ty.

?7

6ro ,  A .  C .  P . ,  r88 r .
L.  B. ,  29, '7r .  Headcluarters of  the Arrny,

Adj utant-General's Offi ce,
Washington,  January 27,  r88r.

Mn. A,  P.  IhNrueN, At torney,  &c. ,
No. 8 WalI Street, New York City.

Sln:-  In answer to your communicat ion of  the z5th
instant, the following infonnation is furnishecl from the fi les
of this office : -

Major Will iam Arthur, Payrnaster United States Army,
was bom at Hinesburgh, Chittenden County, Vermont.
His date of birth is not shown by the records. His address
is Helena, Montana Territory. I am,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO.  D .  RUGGLES,

Assistant Adiutan t-General.

Headcluarters Military Division of the Atlantic,
GoveLnor 's Is land,  Nerv York,  January zz,  t8gr.

Anlnun P.  HrNuew, Ese. ,
No. 8 Wall Street, New Yor.k.

SIR: - In reply to your inquiry of  the zrst  instant ,  the
offrcial lecord of the services of Major Will iam Arthur,
Paymaster Unitecl States Army, is as follows : -

(Born,  Vermont;  appointed f rom New York,)  rst  L ieut .
4tlr N. Y. Arti l lery, January zg, 1862. Captain, January
r ,  1863. Maj . ,  December 25,  1863. Maj .  Vols.  Brevet ,
February zo,  t865,  Lt . -Col .  Vols.  I l revet ,  March 15,  rg65,
" for gallant cor.rdnct in the battles of Spottsylvania, arrcl
Ream's Stat ion,  Va."  Mustered out ,  Apr. i l  6,  r865,  Cap-
tain Veteran Reserve Corps, January rg, r865 ; acceptecl,
Apr i l  29,  1865. Mustered out ,  I rebruaty 22,  1866 ;  paid to
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I\'f arch 31, rE66. zd Lieut. 3d Arti l lely, February 23, 1866;

accepted,  Apr i l  r8,  1866. rst  L ieut .  July 28,  1866. Capt.
Brevet, March z, t867, for gallant and meritorious service
in the battle of Spottsylvania, Va. Rrevet, March z, t867,

for gallant and meritorious service in the battle of Ream's

Station, Va. Regimental Qnartermaster 3d Arti l lery, Feb-

ruary r ,  1873 to July 28,  1875. Major  and Paymaster,

July 26,  r875 ;  accepte<i ,  July z8;  1875. Vacated commis-

sion of rst Lieut. znd Arti l lery, July 28, r875.
Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

JAMES B. FRY,
Colonel  and Assistant  Adiutant-General .

Hinesburgh,  Vt . ,  Jan.  zz,  t88r.

Mn. A.  P.  HINIraeu.

RnspRcrBo Stn.-Your letter of incpriry respecting

Rev. Will iam Arthur u'as receivetl by my husband, Milton

G. Bostwick, the rSth of this month, and he, having no

distinct recollections on the subject, u'ishes me to answer.

We have taker.r some pains to obtain information and look up

church records, and the first mention of Elder Arthur hav-

ing preached in this town wlrich we have been able to fin<l

is  Jannary 13,  1833, and the last  At tgust  ro,  1834. We

also find mer.rtion made of his preaching a part of the time
-think every alternate Sabbath-between those dates, but

clid not move his farnily to this town until the Summer or

Fal l  of  1833. I  wi l l  a lso state that  I  at tended school  in

the Will iston Academy-a town adjoining this-the last

half of the Winter term of r833, closing, I think, in March,

1833. Rev. Will iam Arthur rvas at that time the principal

of that school, and his family resided near the academy ;

is

and I frequently called there, and have a distinct recollec-
tion of his children, of whom there rvere six-five gir.ls anci
one boy.  Their  names, commencing wi th the oldest ,  lvere
as follows : Regina, Jane (since deceased), Almecla, Ann
Eliza, Chester', Malvina ranging in age from one year old,
or under, to ro or possibly r r years old.

I taught school in the vil lage of Will iston in the Spring
and Surnmer of 1834, and Elder Arthur preached alter-
nately in Will iston and Hinesburgh, his family l iving in
Hinesburgh. From tire information vre have been able to
obtain, we think he left Hinesburgh in the early Fall of
183+.

Mr. Bostwick has just seen a communication recently
received by Mr. l lerman A. Post, of this town, from
Chester A. Arthur, Vice-President-elect, in u'hich he men-
t ions the t ime and place and c i rcurnstances of  h is b i r th,
which are the same as have been published in the papers
of the clay. Yours respectfully,

Mns. M. c. BOS'|WICK.
MILTON G.  BOSTWICK.

Flinesburgh,
Chittenden Co., Vermont.

State of V"r-o*, Omce of Secretary of State.
iVlontpel ier ,  Januaty z8th,  r88r.

A. P. HINilt:l,N, Esq.
Dren Srn :-There is no record in the office showing

the births and deaths of the children of Will iarn Arthur
arrd Melvina Arthur from Janury rst, 1822, to January rst,
r 84 r .

[ L . s . ]
C.  W.  PORTER,

D"p'y Sec'y.

Yours truly,
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Union College,
Schenectady,  N.  \L,  Feb.  zc i ,  r88r.

A.  P.  HtNl tAN, Esq. ,
8 Wall St., Nerv York.

I )BIR Srn:- In answer to yonrs Jan.  zzd,  Chester  A.
Arthur,  son of  Rev.  Wm. Arthur,  of  th is c i ty ,  entered U. C.

Sept. 5, 1845, in the Soph. class, and gracluated in July.
1848. I{e was one of the best scholars of a large class
numbering ninety-eight students. At the time he entered
we kept no recorcl of birthplaces. His age was sixteen
years. Yours,  etc. ,

t '"1T:); .
The fol lowing is an answer to a let ter  of

enquiry as to the ear l iest  age a student could
be admi t ted  in  the  co l lege.

Union Col lege,  Dec.  3d,  r88r.
Sixteen yeals of age in any class.

J .  PEARSON.  T reas .  U .  C .

In a catalogue issr-red in 1842, by Riggs,
pr inter,  of  Schenectady, we f ind:-

UNION COLLtrGE.
Junior  Class,  Third Term, r847,

Chester A. Arthur, Schenectady ; Menzo Diefendorf,
Fort Plain ; Erastus Corning, Jr., Albany ; Edrvard F.
I{oss, New York ; Samuel'1. Ross, New Yorli.

It also appears therefrorn, that Chester A.
Arthur was in the Senior Class,  First  Terrr .
in 1847.
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In a catalogue of officers, graduates, and
students of  Union Col lege, f rom rZgS to
I868, "  issued by Munsel l ,  pr inter,  of  Albanl ' ,
in t868,1'  there appears,  under the year r848,
the  fo l low ing : -

r  848 .

Chester A. Arthur, Lawyer, Schenectady, Ner,v York.

In this same catalogr-re, under a general
index of names, arranged alphabetically,
appears the follorving, under heading of

r845-Willio* e.tn,,lRl|Sn.rter A. Arthur. r864
-George Arthur.

Ment ion  is  made,  under  l i s t  o f  1845,  o f
Wi l l iarn Arthur as fo l lows:-

William (A. M.), Clergyman, Scherrectady, Newtonville.

George was a lawyer in Springfield, Ohio.
From the books, registers,  &c. ,  of  Union

Col lege: -
Date of  admission -  Septernber 5,  1845. Residence,

-Schenectady. Condition snflanss-"Full." Age-r6.
His father rvas Will iarn Arthur, a Baptist clergyman, who

died at Nervtonville, Albany Coturty, New York, October
28. r875, aged seventy-nine years.

There is r1o record of  b i r ths in Union
College prior to r B5 3. After that date births,
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etc., are given. The register here says that
the Col lege did not mal<e that requirement
p r i o r  t o  r 8 ! 3 .
To rHn SupnnlrB Coun'r oF THE Srarn or Naw Yonx.

We-certify that Chester A. Arthur has been a student in
the office of the undersigned (who are attorneys and coun-
sellors of the Supreme Court of the State of New York) for
more than a year last past, and that he is a gentleman of
good moral character.

CULVEI{ & PARKER, Attorneys and Counsellors,
z8g Broadway, New York.

Dated New York,  May l ,  1854.

City and County of New Yorl<, rs.
Chester A. Arthur, being duly sworn, says he is a native-

born citizen of the United States.; that he is of the age of
twenty-one years, and a resident of the First Judicial Dis-
trict of the Supreme Court of the State of New York.

CHESTER A .  ARTHUR.
Su'orn to befole me tl-ris 4th day of May, r854.

WM. A.  DUSENBERRY, Com. of  Deeds.
Indorsed ; fi led May 8, r854.

State of Nerv York. )
City and County of Nerv YorL, i 

tt '

I, Will iam A. Butler, Clerk of the said City and County,
and Clerk of the Supreme Court of said State for said
County, do certify, tt iat f have conpared the pleceding
with the original certif icate of Culver & Parker, attorneys
and counsellors, etc., dated May r, 1854, and affidavit of
Chester  A.  Arthur ver i f ied May .1,  r854.  In the rnat ter  of
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the application of Chester Alan Arthur to be admitted as
an attorney of this Court, on file in mv office, and that
the same are correct transcripts therefrorn, ancl of the
whole of such original.

In witness wherof I have hereunto subscribed my name
and affixed my official seal this r3th day of January, r88r.

(L.  S.)  WM. A.  tsUTLER. Clerk.

AnrnuR r. nr*ro*fB:i l,^ 
Y" Januarv rSth' r88r'

8 Wall St., New York. 
-

Dnan SrR :-Your letter to the Rector of the Baptist
Church, Newtonville, has been hancled to me. There has
been no Baptist Church organization at Newtonville, since
about r874.

Rev. Wrn. Arthur died at Newtonville, Oct. zJth or
z8th,  1875, and was bur ied 3oth Oct. ,  1875, in the fami ly
lot, Albany Cemetery, between Albany City and West
Troy.

Dr. Arthur was settled as pastor of the Calvary (State
street) Bapt. Church, Albairy, from r855 to rg63, ancl
preached in the N. V. Church until it was closeci, although
not a regular settled pastor

You rvil l f ind an obituary notice of Dr. Arthur in the
New York Times of Oct z7th, z8th, zgth or 3oth, rg75,
containing a sketch of his l ife.

Resp. yours,

JOI{N E. N{cELROy.

(From the New York .l imes, Saturday, October 3oth, rg75.)
R E V .  D R .  W I L L I A M  A R T H U R .

Rev. Dr. Will iam Arthur, the notice of whose cleath
appeared in the Journal of 

'yesterday, 
was born in the
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Corrrrty of Antr irn, Ireland, in the lear rJe6. I- Ie sprang
fronr that Scotch-Ir ish stock rvhich is excel lecl by none
other  i ,  a i l  those q 'a l i t ies  rvh ich  go  to  mar<e s t ro rg ,  t * le ,
i ' c lepenc le ' t  rne ' .  : \ f te .  a  thoro*gr r  p re l i r ' i nary  t ra i ' i ' g
he enterecl l lel fast col lege, ancr r,vas g.acl 'atecl fr .orn thai
ius t i tu t iou  a t  the  ear ly  age o f  e igh teen.  Not  long  a f te r .  he
clete' ' i 'ecl to make the Nerv worlcl  r i is honre, a'cl  accor.d-
i r re ly ,  sa i led  f rom L iverpoo l  fo r  Nerv  yorh .  p roceed ing

f rom the  met 'opo l i s  to  l le . ' i r rg to ' ,  vermont ,  he  bega '  h is
labors  in  th is  count r .y  as  p r inc ipa l  o f  the  L ienn lng ton
Acaderny .  w l r i le  ' r : r i . ta i . i ' g  th is  co ' 'ec t io ' ,  he  co ' r -
n rencec l  the  s tudy  o f  la rv ,  l vh ich  he  subser luent ly  cont inuec l
in  the  o f l l ce  o f  Governor  Van Ness ,  o f  \ .emror r t .  I { i s
f ' tu re ,  l ro rvever ,  rvas  c lcs t i rec l  to  r .u '  a lo 'g  a  d i f fe ren t  pa th ,
a 'd  l re  had 'o t  bee.  lo 'g  a t  t r re  la rv  be fore  he  beca ' re  cor -
' i . c e c l ,  l l r s t  i ' h i s  h e a ' t ,  a ' d  t h e ' i ,  h i s  m i r r d ,  t h a t  h e  r v a s
ca i led  to  the  rn i r r i s t ry .  F Ie  a t  o rce  prepared h i ' rser f  w i th
cha.ac te ' i s t i c  e r re 'gy  a 'd  ass idu i ty  fo r  the  sacrec l  ca l l ing ,
auc l  i '  c lue  course  o f  t i rnc  rvas  i ' s ta l lec l  as  mi ' i s te r  o f  a
tsapt is t  church  a t  13c ' ' ing t . , .  He was subset lne . t l y  se t -
t led  i t r  I f i r . res l ru rgh ,  I la i r f ie ld  a l r l  Wi l l i s to r r ,  iu  \ re r rno ' t ,
a 'c l  in  r835 re rno 'c r l  t .  rves tern  New vor l< .  A f te r  labor -
i ,g  a rvh i le  a t  Yor l t ,  L iv i 'gs to '  Co.n ty ,  auc l  per r .y ,  Wyomiug
County ,  he  accepted  a  ca l l  f rom the  l3apt is t  church  a i
Greenrv ich ,  \ \ /ash i 'g to '  ( lou ' ty ,  a ' t r  in  tha t  f le ld  re r -ua iuec l
f i i . 'e yea.s. Later lre removecl to Sche'ectacly, and before
set t l i rg .  c lo* ' r  pe ' ' ra 'e ' t l y  a t  Newto 'v i l le ,  har l  c l ra rges
success ive ly  a t  Sc l renec tady ,  Lans ingburgh,  I {oos ick  a ic l
West  

' f  
roy .  I , ' rom r855 to  rE63,  I ) r .  Ar thur  tvas  l tas to r  o f

the  Ca lvary  tsap t is t  C lhur .ch  o f  A lbany .  He w i l l  long  be
re,rer 'beretl  by those to rvhom he then rninisterecl forl the
ear 'es t ress  a .d  pou 'e r  l v i th  l vh ich  r re  c le r ivered  h is  sacr .ec l
lnessage.

D.)

f ) r .  Ar thur  leaves  f i ve  daughters  anr l  two sons .  Of  the
so 's ,  Gen.  Chester  A .  Ar th* r  i s  the  present  Co l lec t . r  o f
the Port of Nelv York, and the other, rvho macle a gal lant
record  in  the  la te  l var ,  i s  now pa) . rDaster  in  the  ar .my,  rv i th
the  rank  o f  N{a jo r .  Whi le  l i v ing  a t  Schenectac ly ,  he  began
the  pub l ica t io '  o f  the  A, t i r1*ar ian ,  a  ' ragaz i 'e  * ,hose a i ' r
a n d  s c o p e  i s  i n d i c a t e t l  i n  i t s  t i t l e .  C o n t r . i b u t i n g  t o  i t s

1- rages  much cur ious  learn ing  upor )  a  g r .ea t  var ie ty  o f  top ics ,
h e  s ' o ' b e c a ' r e  l i ' o r v ' f o ' l i i s  r a r e  a t t a i ' r n e ' t s  i ' t h e
a .c ien t  c lass ics ,  anc l  a l l  depar tments  o f  h is to ry ,  bo th  sacrer l
ar"rd profane. A fer '  years later, his r[rai ' t  rvork o' fa'r i ly
i rames appeared,  and served to  conf i rm t i re  l i te ra ry  reputa_
t io .  rvh ic l - r  he  had p 'ev io 's ly  acr lu i recr .  Not  ou ly  in  th is
co*n t ry ,  l ^ r t  i '  E . roPe,  i t  ' re t  rv i th  a  most  favorab le
recept io ' .  I t  i s  o 'e  o f  the  c* r ios i t ies  o f  our  Amer ica '
l i te ra tu re ,  a 'c l  as  such,  has  a  sec* r 'e  p lace  i '  t l re  ) i l ; ra ry  o f
al l  those rvho have pe.*secl i ts ockl arr ' [  e' tertai ' ing pag-es.
Dur i r . rg  the  las t  te 'vears  o f  r r i s  l i fe ,  he  Preached on i1 .
occas iona l l y ,  devot i rg  the  r 'a jo r  par t  o f  h is  t i r 'e  to  l i te ra rv
purs* i ts .  I {e  possessec l  a  ia rge  ar t i  va l 'ab le  J i l , ra r l ,  co ' -
ta in ing  ma ' ) ,  ra re  vo l * rnes ,  a r . rd  in  rear l i ' g  a 'd  compos i t io '
his t ime passed au'ar ' .  Sonre years ago, the clegree of
Doctor  o f  D iv in i ty  was  confer rec l  n l ton  h im by  one o f  onr
*niversit ies. I Ie also recei l .ecl the t legree of , \ .  \ I .  f i .o'r
U ' io '  co l lege.  \Ye  ha 'e  th r - rs  to*chec l  upo '  the  sa l ie ' t
po in ts  in  the  l i fe  o f  the  deceased.  ' r 'hose 

rvho l i .e rv  l i i ' r
best a'cl  l ' i l l  rernernber him lorrgest ivi l l  bear rvi t 'ess to the
ruggec l  s t re .g th  a 'c l  s t * rc ly  i '< lepenc le .ce  o f  h is  cbarac ter .
H is  sco ' r  o f  convent io 'a l i t y  : r ' r l  o f  the  fasr i io .  rvh ich
passes  away '  \Mas more  thau over l . ra lancet l  by  h is  unswerv ing
devotion to lvhate'er. t l t ings are tr*e, ancl irol i le, an,l  geri
e 'o l rs .  A  rac l i ca l  i '  a l i  essent ia l  .p i r ions ,  he  was no t  eas i l y
sha l<en f ro rn  a  pos i t ion  wh ich  he  once too l< .

H
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The Baptist denomination, it is safe to say, never had a
more uncompromisirrg champion of their creed._never one
rvho could present the reasolrs for the faith that was in him
and them with more readiness, force and clearness. He
nevel'wavered from his old allegiance, and remained loval
arr<l faitlrful to the encl. peace to his ashes I

_n 

rUony Euentng Journal.

Below f ind contents of  Wm. Arthur 's lot
in the Albany
I-ot 8, S z+).

Bno.  dp1 'psp .

Rural  Cemetery,  (being * of

Yonrs of the rTth came cluly to hand. Below find the
list of Cadauers as per request.

Ehzabeth H. Herndon, wi fe of  Wm. Lewis Herndon,
U. S.  N.  I lom Oct.  roth,  rgr7,  at  Culpepper,  Va. ,  d ied.
I fyeres,  France,  Apr i l  z7th,  rg7g.

Wm. Lewis Herndon Arthur, <liecl July gth, rg63, agecl
2 yrs. ,  7 mo.

Wnr. G. Carv. Born Sept. 3d, rgo6. Died in Cohoes,
Aug. rst ,  r864.

There is also on the lot 15 shrubs, z deacl bushes, 2
rvif lows, r large maple and plenty of snozu, and one grave
rvith no headstone, I would take it to be the grave of a
gro\\,n person. Dave and I visited your lot and found
everything in order. Resp'y,

ARCHI tsALD ERTZBERGER.

New York, December r4th, r88o.
ARrHun P. HrwueN, Erq.

Doen Srn :-In reply to yours of yesterday, I have to
say that a recent investigation of the Arthur matter in the
direction which your letter inclicates, convinces me lnore
than ever that our friend Dwight was right in his state-
ments.

I was with Wrn. Arthur when he rvas wounded and of
coutse am in possession of the inforrnation which you seek.
The Colonel of the Regiment is now at one of our hotels
and through him I leam that through two terms of Wm.
Artlrtrr's enlistment he figured on the muster rolls as being
horn ht tzuo y'laces. Dwight is right in his statements.
This has been my belief for some time. If I can assist in
any way, please make a.n appointment.

Truly yours,  J.  N.  BEACH.

A RUSSIAN ATTACK.

PRESIDENT ARTHUR'S MESSAGE sEvERELY CRI,TICIZITD BY
A ST.  pETERStsUnc 

JOURNAL-EXCEPI. ION TAKEN . l .O

T H E  C O N D I T I O N  O F  T I I E  J E W S  I N  R U S S I A .

(By cable to  the Heralc l . )

London ,  December  r z ,  r88 r .
Our St. Petersbulg cor.responclent telegraphs under the

date of the 9th :-To-day's Nouoe Vrentl,a contains
the fo l lowing ar t ic le,  which f  t ranslate l i teral ly ,  wi thout

8?

Albany,  N.Y. ,  Feb.  zoth,  rggr.

Itev. Wm. Arthur, D.D. Born
land r796.  Died at  Newtonvi l le .
r875.  Aged 79 years.

IlIalvina Stone, wife of
Berkshire, Vermont, April
v i l le  January r6th,  r869.

"Her chilclren rise up ancl
also, and he praiseth her."

in County Antrim, Ire-
A lbany  Co . ,  Oc t .  z7 rh ,

Wm. Arthur. Born at
t8oz. Died at Newton-

*

Rev.

z9 th ,

call her blessed, her husband
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sof ten ing  or  accentua t ing  the  opprobr io r rs  langr " rage o f  the
ar t i c le  . - ( . {1 [ f i111 's  X lessage to  Congress  is  su tpr is iug ly
strange i f  the telegraphic version before us be accurate. I i
congratulates Ar.nericans on their growing prosperity, as i f
this was anything new to the honorable ya'kees. Arthur
takes upon himself to express his viervs on foreign pol i t ics.
l ' rance ancl Germa.y receit,e fr iendly patronage, b*t with
regard to the m*ch talhed of fr iendship with Engla'cl  'ot
a rvorcl is said ; a'd horv coukr i t  be expected fro'r a.
Ir ishma'? Arthur even refrains from making com'rents
on English home al lairs-the Ir ish rebel l ion, fo, instance,
which is agitat ing mil l ions of An.rerican cit izens, who are
also born Ir ishrnen l ike the president. B*t Artrr ' r  rvas
rnore brave in deal ing with Russia. Laying asicle the
fundamental principles of America's foreign poi i"y of non_
intervention in the internal affairs of European govern_
'rents, Arthur took i t  i ' to his head to promise u, hi,  errer_
getic protestat ions * ' i th regarcl to our treatment of the
Jervs .  Ar thur 's  th rea ts  a re  enpty  ones .  No no t ice  w i l l
be take' of a'y of rr is representatio's by the R'ssia'
governrnent -no t  even ou t  o f  condescens ion  to  the  Amer i_
can people, alDol)g rvhom al.e so many Jer,vish srvindlers
ru 'accus tomec l  to  p roduc t ive  I i r l ro r . ,  a 'd  rvho th r ive  on  Amer_
icau so i l ,  as  e lsewhere ,  by  ge t t ing  the  f ru i ts  o f  o rher  ueo_
lt le's rvork. This thoughtless freal< of Arthur. l t laces the
Aner ican  governmeut  in  a  sony  l igh t .

coNs'fr l 'urroN ol.r i l  uNrrED s. l .ATrJS.
ARrrcr , r :  I I . ,  Sun_l tvISIoN 5."  No person,  except a natural_born c i t izen,  or  a c i t izen of

the Uni ted States at  t i re t ime of  the adopt ion of  th is Con_
st i tnt ion,  shal l  be el ig ib le to the of f ice of  presic lent :  r . re i ther

81)

shall any person be eligible to that olfice who shall not
have attainerl the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen
years a resident within the United States."

CONSTITUTIONA I ,  AMENDMEN' I "

ARuclp XI I . ,  Sun_orvrsroN 3.
" But no person constitutior.rally ineligible to the office o[

President, shall be eligible to that of Vice-presiclent of the
lJni ted Statcs."

New York,  January 7tb,  r88i .
Hon. Tnos.  I r .  Bayano, U.  S.  Senator.

DBan SrR:-What is  the construct ion of  Art ic le I I . ,5 r ,
Clause 5,  of  the Const i tut ion of  the Uni ted States-that
" No person, except a natural-born citizen, etc., shall be
e l i g i b l e , e t c . " * * * .

Yours respectfully,

A .  I ) .  H INMAN.

Senate of the Unite<l States.
Ci ty of  Washington,  January roth,  rEEr.

A,  I ' .  HTNMAN, Esq. ,  Ner,v York.

l)B,q.n Srn :-In response to your letter of the 7th in-
stant- the term "  natural -bom ci t izen,"  as used in the Con_
st i tut ion and Statutes of  the U. S. ,  is  held tobe a nat iue of
the  U .  S .

The natulalization by lar,r' of a father before his chilcl
attains the age of trventy-one, rvoulcl be r-raturalization of
such minor.

Yours respectfully,

T .  F .  BAYARD.

w
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(Copied from Harper's Weekly, August rzth, r87r.)

TI {E  DEATH STRUGGLE.

My back is to the wall,
And my face is to my foes,

That surge and gather ronud me
Like waves when winter blows.

The ghosts of by gone errors,
The faults of forrner years,

. l 'hat sting my veins like arrows,
And pierce my heart l ike spears.

But let them do their utmost ;
For these I can endure,

And meet ancl overcome them.
By suffering made pure.

Against all other foemen
I'l l f ight with fiery breath,

Ancl if, all done, I 'm vancluished,
So gloriously to death.

My back is to the wall,
And my face is to my foes :

I 've lived a life of combat,
And borne rvhat no one knows.

Ilut in this mortal struggle
I stand, poor speck of dust,

Defiant, self-reliant,
To die- i f  d ie I  must .

A.  P .  H INMAN.
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